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"When W& Were Young"

EXT. PLAYGROUND | N LOAER MANHATTAN- DAY

Dave, Dam an, Janes, and Talel (all 10) sit on a bench at
recess.

DAM AN
Come on, Janes. Stop being a baby.

JAMES
Wiy do you want to do this so bad?

TALEL
M. Watson is a good teacher.

DAM AN
Shut up, Talel! He enbarrassed ne
in front of the whol e cl ass!

DAVE
Maybe you shoul d have done your
homewor k. James, let's do the
homewor k rhynmne.

JANVES
Ki ck the beat, Dave

Dave beat boxes.

JAMES
Dam an/Didn't do his honmework/ Now
he's acting like M. Watson's the
jerk
Maybe if he wasn't always trying to
flirt/ with Talel and get his hand
up her skirt

TALEL
Ewe!

JAMES
We had a paper due/ but Danme acts
i ke he never knew Now he wants to
trash Watson's office/ with a pile
of dog doo

DAM AN
That's right!



JAMES

But 1'Il stay right here/ with ny
mai n man Dave/ And | et Dane go on/
and m sbehave/ Cause | got big

pl ans.

DAM AN

Shut up, Janes!

Rel ax,

fun.

Vel |,

DAVE
Dam an. We're just having

DAM AN
"' mgonna take this bag of

dog crap and leave it in his desk.

After

| trash his office.

TALEL

No you're not. |'magonna tell.

DAM AN

If you tell, 1"mgoing to break
this bag all over your face.

DAVE

No you' re not! Dam an, why don't
you just go?

Fi ne!
me or

DAM AN
James, you gonna cone wth
not ?

Janes | ooks at Dave. Dave stares back at Janes.

JAMES
No, |'m gonna stay here.

DAM AN
Fi ne! You guys stay here and be
little girls like Talel. 1'Il see
you all later.

Dam an runs of f.



SUPER- TEN YEARS LATER

"NEW YORK, NEW YORK. A WONDERFUL TOWN'

EXT NEW YORK SKYLI NE- SUMVER, DAY

The sun sets over the Brooklyn Bridge. The FDR is packed
wi th outbound traffic as the business day draws to a cl ose.

New Yor kers bustle on the streets. Businessnen and women in
suits wal k past the G ound Zero sight, now in reconstruction.
There is a steel cross still on a cenent bl ock on the North
end of the site.

I NT SUBWAY STATI ON- DAY

The doors of the N train open. Feet shuffle in and out of
the cars. A man collecting noney yells as he holds his hand
out .

MAN
I was a notha fuckin crack head.
And then | found Jesus!

EXT. WS ACROSS 59TH STREET- DAY

Men and wonman | eave department stores and boutiques. In

Col unbus Circle, young runners stretch, put on their
headphones and start to jog. Tourists stare at the globe in
front of the Trunp building.

In Central Park, joggers run, taxis and horse drawn carri ages
wait in a row on the East end of the park on 59th Street. On
Central Park West, a dog wal ker wal ks 5 wel | -groonmed dogs at
once.

In Harl em people hang out in the streets, play basketball,
talk on steps and wi pe the sweat off of their brow

On the West end, there is a small café in the 90's. People
sit and watch the sun go down. At the Intrepid, there are

young sol di ers wal king off of the ship, pointing at some of
the ol der jets and fighter planes.

EXT HELL' S KI TCHEN- DAY

A window has a Hell's Kitchen T-shirt init.



EXT 42ND STREET- DAY

The M42 bus pulling away from Port Authority. The Bus is
packed with commruters. They all |ook unconfortable. One
young guy has his I-Pod on. His nusic is blaring. A woman

tal ks loudly on her cell and the person next to her is
annoyed. The bus driver takes the m crophone fromthe hook.

BUS DRI VER
Next Stop, Broadway, Tines Square.
EXT. THE TI MES SQUARE CRAZI ES- DAY
1. The Naked Cowboy plays his guitar.

2. A man dressed like Spider Man drives a bike built for 5
extra passengers.

3. The lights flash and people are out buying things and
strolling around, |ooking up at all of the bill boards.

4. A man gets pick pocketed and does not even noti ce.

EXT. TIMES SQUARE POLI CE STATI ON- DAY

There is a small nenorial for police officers killed in the
9/ 11 attacks. The police officers |ook proud. Taxis honk.
EXT. BRYANT PARK- DAY

Young and ol d people sit at the small park tables and on

bl ankets in the grass. Shot of the New York Public Library
at dusk.

EXT. UNI ON SQUARE- DAY

Young guys and girls break, pop and |lock. Sone kids are on
skat eboar ds.

EXT. THE NEW SCHOCL, NYC- DAY

A young man and a young girl carry a heavy case together,
each hol ding a handl e.



TALEL

Call a cab.

DAVE
We're close. We can walk it from
here. 1'Il be aight if it's too
heavy.

TALEL
It's OK

DAVE

You gotta hear this new track I
cut. Janes is gonna bl ow over this
hook.

TALEL
Your lucky you went to school so
cl ose to hone.

DAVE
And why is that?

TALEL
Um hell o.

DAVE

Oh yeah, it's nice having sonmeone
to help carry nmy shit around.

Dave smles with sarcasm Talel looks at him waiting to
hear a better answer.

DAVE
And Janes and | can build the denp
every day.

TALEL
You really know how to get a girl.
You re flattering ne.

DAVE
Since when did | start trying to
"get" you.

TALEL

Oh please. You' ve been trying to
get with me since the first grade.

Dave changes the subject.



DAVE
Thank you for hel ping ne.

TALEL
You know you’'re trying to get ne.

Tal el and Dave put down the bag at Dave's front door

DAVE
Cone in for dinner.

TALEL
Nah, that's OK

DAVE
My dad is going to be di sappointed.

TALEL
I can't, nmy nomis waiting for ne.

DAVE
"Il call you later.

Dave unl ocks the door and enters.

DAVE
Hel | 0?

Dave’ s Mom Amanda(42) yells down.

AMANDA
H sweetie. W'Ill be right down!
Put your keyboard in the other
room Don't |leave it by the steps.

DAVE
XK

Dave drags the bag to the side room He walks into the
kitchen and opens the fridge. He grabs sonme juice and pours
a glass. He looks inside of a bowl with tin foil over it and
gets excited.

He takes the bowl out, grabs a fork fromthe drawer and puts
the bow on the counter. He pokes into a fork full of pasta.
H s nother wal ks in and stands in the doorway with her arns
crossed.



AVANDA

The nmacaroni and cheese is in the
oven. That's leftover pasta. Wit

for

Ent er Dave's
t oward Dave,

Dad.

father(43), Matt. He |ooks upset.
gr abbi ng hi mand gi ving hima hug.

He wal ks

MATT
Hey buddy.

DAVE
What's up, Pop? You ok? Is nom
pi ssed at you for eating the cold
pasta too?

MATT

I"'mfine. 1 was taking a nap. How

are cl asses goi ng?

DAVE
Cool . (Beat) The New School just
bought all this audio equipnent.
It's called MDI and you can make
any instrunent sound you want
t hrough a conmputer that feeds into
t he keyboard. | made this phat
beat yesterday.

AMANDA( JCKI NGLY)
"This fat beat.” That's what your
learning in college? Wat nakes a
beat fat?

MATT
Phat. Li ke cool, awesone, rad.

DAVE
Easy with rad. | said that in
ei ghth grade, Dad.

MATT
What ever. Your supposed to be
i npressed that | know words |ike
"phat." That's pretty phat.

DAVE
Yeah, phat.

They both laugh. Amanda smiles and rolls her

eyes.



AMANDA
Are you going out with your friends
t oni ght ?

DAVE

No, Janes and | are going to work
on sone nusic for a little. Dam an
is at his pool hall.

MATT
Explain to ne how Dam an has noney
to run a business and he's 207?

DAVE

| guess he's just smart |ike that.
AMANDA

Yeah, well if that was ny son, 1'd

t hi nk he was selling drugs.

DAVE
Rel ax, Mom

ANMANDA
I"mrelaxed. He's not ny son.
Just make sure your not around him
if he is.

DAVE
I"'mnot around him I'min college
and he's working all the tinme. |
hardly ever see himanynore, unless
"' m hangi ng out with Janes.

MATT
Look out for James. He's easily
persuaded. You're the best friend
he has. Friends for life are hard
to cone by.

DAVE
Jesus. WII| you guys take it easy.
I've only been hone for five
m nut es.

I NT. DAVE' S BEDROOM- NI GHT

He is listening to his headphones in bed. He plays sonething
he and James wor ked on together.



10.

He presses stop and flips the tape over to the other side.
Dave listens to his parents’ conversation

MATT
| can't do it, babe. | can't dea
with this!

ANMANDA

Matt, we don't have a choice. This
isn't just about you!

MATT
Then who the fuck is it about?!
ANMANDA
WIl you | ower your voice. David
will hear you.
MATT
The cheno, the radiation. That
shit can kill you before the cancer
does. You guys will be well taken
care of, | prom se
ANMANDA
It's not about the noney. | need

you. VE need you.

Dave's face is upset. His eyes well up.
"PAG NG DR FI SK"

I NT HOSPI TAL- NI GHT

Dave sits in a waiting room |ooking out of the Hospital

wi ndow, overl ooking the east side of Manhattan. He's wearing
a Yankee hat, low, so you can hardly see his eyes. He has a
heavy North Face coat on and baggy j eans.

Dave sorts through songs on his |I-Pod and presses play. Dave
| ooks nmuch tougher; enotionless. He's lost his soft side.

The nurse makes an announcenent over the intercom
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NURSE
Dr. Fisk, please call Oncol ogy.
Dr. Fisk

ANMANDA

Dad wants to see you. They're not
sure if he's going to nmake it
t hr ough the night.

Amanda | eans forward, anticipating a hug for consol ati on but
Dave wal ks passed her to his father’s room

I NT. MATT S HOSPI TAL ROOM- NI GHT

Dave enters. His dad is a little delusional. The nurse,
Betty finishes giving Dave's father an injection through a
sem - permanent tube that's been inplanted in his chest. She
| ooks up at Dave w th synpat hy.

BETTY
How you doi ng, Dave? You hanging in
t here?

DAVE:

Not really, Betty.

BETTY:
Vell, tell your father to stop
scratching or he's going to nmake
hi s rashes bl eed.

The nurse puts her hand on Dave's shoul der as she wal ks out.
Dave hesitantly sits down in a chair next to the bed.

Matt has lost nost of his hair. He can barely open eyes that
sit deep inside dark hollows. He begins to scratch.

DAVE
Dad, you heard Betty. You' re gonna
make it worse

MATT( ALMOST CRYI NG
Just let ne itch. It, it hurts.
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Dave tries to take a hold of his father’'s hand. H s dad
pul I s back and continues to scratch.

DAVE
It will be all right, Daddy.
You' re OK

MATT

David, just let nme die. Just let
nme die so you can |ive.

H's father starts to cry and Dave clenches his teeth. He
hol ds back his tears as hard as he can but one drops fromhis
eyel ash and rolls down his cheek.

DAVE
You're going to be all right.

“A COLD W NTER’

EXT CEMETERY- DAY
A car door opens and a foot with a dress shoe steps out.

A long line of cars pull to a stop. In unison, their doors
open and dozens of nourners soon file solemly around the
burial plot. Dave stands next to Amanda. She is in total
shock and despair.

The Rabbi says Yitzkah, a prayer for the dead. Dave shovels
dirt into the grave sight. The service ends and everyone is
wal ki ng back to their cars. Dave is enotionless. He |ooks

al nost angry. Talel and Janes give hima hug.

DAVE
VWhere's Dam an?

TALEL
He couldn't make it, Dave.
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DAVE
Fi gures.

I NT DAVE' S APARTMENT- NI GHT

He sits watching the TV while Amanda is on the phone in the
kitchen. The door buzzer rings and Dave stands up and buzzes
the visitor in. He |looks angry. There is very strong tension
in the air, displayed by static coloring.

ANMANDA
Who' s here?

DAVE
| don't know

AMANDA
Are you just buzzing anyone in?

DAVE
Ma, it's probably someone coming to
visit with another cake or sone
shit.

ANVANDA
Enough with the cursing!

Dave' s not her goes back to her phone conversation. The door
knocks and Dave opens it. Enter Janes.

JAMES
Yo, kid. Wat's up?
DAVE
Chilling.
JAMES

You all right?

DAVE( TALKI NG VERY SOFTLY)
Not really, man. | want to puff an
L so bad right now.

JAMES
| got you, | got chronic. Let's

go.



EXT. DAVE' S APT. BUI LDI NG N GHT

Dave and Janes cone out of the front door

Dam an is | eani ng agai nst the hood of a car.

DAVE
Dam, you snelled it fromthat far
away?

Dam an shrugs his shoul ders and | ooks at Janes.

DAM AN
VWhat the fuck was that for?

James makes |ight of it.

All

JAMES
Let’s go.

Dave lights it.

He pulls a small bag with a few pills from his pocket.

DAM AN
Yo, D. Sorry | couldn't nake it
| ast week, son. Mad shit was going
on around the way. | got this cat
to buy a whol e sack of those
knocking pills | showed you. He
was only going to be in town for a
couple of hours. W had set it up
nonths in advance. | nade ten G s
son. Check this out.

al so holds up a wad of cash

DAM AN
That's all | got left from 500
pills.

DAVE

You shoul d have been at ny father’s
funeral, dick head. You owe ne one
of those.

Dam an rolls his eyes and hands Dave a pill.

Their friend

14.

three boys start wal king. Janmes hands Dave a bl unt and

He
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DAVE
| called Talel. She said we should
pi ck her up. She didn't feel like
com ng out, but she will.

JAMES
Ai ght, cool

The boys wal k down the street, slowy and blazed. Wth that,
a police siren goes off and Dave tosses the lit blunt onto
t he sidewal k. Dam an sticks the bag of pills in his pocket.

DAVE
Ch shit!

JAMES
Damm, son.

DAM AN

Be cool, be cool!

POLI CE OFFI CER
Hel | o, gentl eman.

JAMES
Hello, sir. Can | help you with
sonet hi ng?

POLI CE OFFI CER
As a matter of fact, you can. Put
your hands on the hood.

Al'l three boys are spread against the police car.

DAM AN
Is there a problem sir?

POLI CE OFFI CER
Is there a problen? | don't know,
t hat depends on what | find when |
pul | out what you just stuffed in
your pocket.

The cop pats them down. The three boys | ook at each other.
Dam an | ooks very nervous. Police Oficer 2 pulls a pill from
Dave' s pocket.

POLI CE OFFI CER 2
Looks |i ke we got sonething here.

POLI CE OFFI CER 1
And what woul d that be?
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Dave | ooks very scared. Police Oficer 2 holds up a pill.
Police Oficer 1, smling devilishly, pulls a bag of ecstasy
from Dam an' s pocket.

DAVE
Sir, | just lost ny father. He's
been sick for nonths. |I'mjust

letting off sone stea...

POLI CE OFFICER 1
Shut the fuck up! Now you speak
when | speak to you. Wiose is
t hi s?

The three boys are silent. Dave |ooks at Damian with a hard
stare.

POLI CE OFFI CER 2
OK, this is howit's gonna work.
If it's one of yours, the other one
of you are going hone tonight. |If
it's both of your's, then you're
both coming in now. \Wose is this?

No one speaks. Dave stares at Dam an.

POLI CE OFFI CER 2
Ok, have it your way. You guys are
under arrest. You have the right
to remain silent. Anything you say
can and will be used against you in
a court of......

As the boys are getting their rights read to them Dave is
| ooking at Damian with an angry hard stare. Talel comes
around the corner.

TALEL
What ' s happeni ng? Wat did you do?
DAVE:.
Rel ax. W'll be OK  Janes, take
her hone.
TALEL

Oficers, he's just been through a
traumati c experience...

POLI CE OFFI CER 2( TO JAMES) :
Way don't you do what your friend
here says and take her hone?
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TALEL
Dave!

DAVE
Talel, it's K Go hone. 'l
call you when |I get out, OK? Don't
call my nrom [I'll be fine.

JAMES (TO TALEL):
Cone on.

James wal ks Tal el down the street. She |ooks back as they
wal k back toward Talel's apartnent. Dave |ooks through the
police car window as they drive away. He | ooks scared.

I NT JAIL- N GHT

Dave is sitting in a jail cell. He is sitting on a seat next
to two other people. One guy is yelling out of the cel
while the other sits quietly next to Dave.

JAIL MATE 1
Eh, yo! Don't | get a notha fuckin
hanmburger or some shit!? Wat the
fuck!?

JAI L MATE 2
Yo, son. W©Move the fuck over

Dave wakes up and slides over. He looks timd and a little
scared. Nothing like the two men who are in the cell wth
him Dave keeps his head down and does not say anyt hing.

JAI L MATE 2
You don't understand English,
honey? | said nove the fuck over

Wth that, a guard wal ks over to the cell door

GUARD
Bender! Your out of here.

Dave gets up and waits for the guard to open the door. The

guard turns the key and | eads Dave fromthe cell. Dave |ooks
conf used.
JAI L MATE 2
Oh shit. The boy fromthe hill is

sprung. That took a long tine,
Zack Morris. Were' s Screech at?
Shit.
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Dave' s uncl e approaches him In the Court House/ Jail | obby.

DAVE
Hey, Uncle Marc. Thanks for com ng
to get ne. Those guys in there are
a bunch of fucking nuts.

VARC
Wat ch your mouth! Your lucky I know
the judge. Don't even talk to nme
right now Let's go.

Uncle Marc and Dave cross to the other side of the street at
the Court House. Dave takes out a pack of cigarettes.

MARC
Since when did you start snoking?
What the fuck is wong with you?
G ve ne those.

H s uncl e snags the pack away and | ooks at them He | ooks at
Dave. He taps a cigarette fromthe pack and pulls it out
with his nouth. Dave smles and lights the cigarette for his
uncle. Then he lights his owmn. Marc takes a |long hard pul
off of the cigarette.

EXT PARKED CAR- NI GHT
The car pulls away fromthe curb.

DAVE
Does nom know?

MARC
No, your nmom doesn't know. Don't
you think your nom has been through
enough?

DAVE:
Uncle Marc, that stuff wasn't m ne.

The car cones to a stop at a |ight.

MARC
Dave, how woul d you like to get
away for a while? Get away from
this ness and go study abroad?

Their light turns green again and they start to drive.
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MARC
Momis going to need to stay with
me and Aunt Jackie for a while, so
you don't have to worry about her.
| talked to her about you and she
says you’'re not yourself, that
you' re fucking up. This is your
chance to go | earn and get out of
this city for a while.

DAVE
I don't know, Uncle Marc. | don't
know if | can just |eave right now
I won't even have a chance to say
goodbye?

MARC
Kid, there's nothing here for you
ri ght now except nore trouble. You
| eft college when you found out
your father was sick. You never
went back. Now we don't have the
noney to send you and your sittin
around on your |azy ass.

( BEAT)

MARC
Your momtold ne sone of the shit
you' ve been getting yourself
i nvolved in around here. And |
think after this, I've seen enough.

Dave is about to defend hinmself and his uncle cuts himoff.
The car pulls up to the apartnent.

VARC
I"mnot asking you, kid. 1'm
politely telling you. There's
not hi ng here for you right now
except a atripto jail. And
you'll be lucky if that's all that
happens to you.

( BEAT)

Dave sits silent.
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MARC
| cleared things up and the judge
is doing me a favor. W' ve known
each other since high school. He
got you in a programto work and
study. He's a few years ol der and |
worked for himwhen I was in | aw
school. Since you only had one
pill on you, he's going to throw
t he charges out.

DAVE
VWhat about Dam an?

MARC
Dam an is going to spend a few
nonths in the can.

( BEAT)

DAVE
Dam.

MARC
He won't get slapped with any heavy
charges because he didn't have
enough on him | told the judge
that I was going to get you help.
It's all arranged. Your flight
| eaves tonorrow. So nmaeke this your
| ast snoke and get your things
packed. 1'll pick you up at 8 AM

Marc takes a long hard stare at Dave and snil es.

DAVE
VWhat ?

MARC
You | ook just Iike he did when we
wer e young.

DAVE
I know, that's what everyone says.

Marc takes out his wallet and pulls a picture fromit. He
takes a long hard ook at it and gets chocked up. It is a
picture of Dave's dad in his early twenties.
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MARC
Here, kid. Take this.

DAVE:.
Uncle Marc. Keep this. Cone on, |
have pictures of dad and I
t oget her.

MARC

No, you keep it. You look at this
pi cture and see how happy your dad
was at your age. You go away and
you find that happiness. You | ook
at this picture when you feel I|ike
you got nothing. And think about
what he gave you

Marc pats Dave on the arm Dave gets out of the car and
cl oses the door. He bends down and | ooks inside of the car.

DAVE

What did he give ne?
MARC

Life. 1'll see you Friday at 8.
DAVE

Where am | goi ng?!

MARC
Hone.

Dave wat ches the car pull away. His breath fogs fromthe

cold air. He puts his hands in his pocket and arches his

back. He | ooks defeated and dirty. Dave turns toward his

apartnment building. He walks in and the door slans behind
hi m

I NT DAVE' S APARTMENT- NI GHT

Dave enters and searches the quiet apartnent. He wal ks
quietly into his room

He cl oses the door and i mediately strips out of his clothes.
He | ooks disgusted as he throws theminto the |laundry basket
across the room
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I NT APARTMENT SHOWER- NI GHT

He scrubs hinmself down and wi pes away the filth fromthe jail
cell he had been in for hours. He dries hinself and throws a
dry towel around his upper body.

I NT DAVE' S ROOM NI GHT

Amanda peaks from her room She | ooks to nmake sure the
bat hroom door is shut. She wal ks into Dave's room

Amanda picks up his jeans fromthe | aundry basket and checks
t he pockets. She snells his T-shirt as if she expects it to
snell Iike snoke. She is frantic and visibly upset. Dave
wal ks in the room

DAVE
What are you doi ng Monf?
ANMANDA
I wanna know where you' ve been
Davi d.
DAVE

What are you tal ki ng about, where
I've been? Qut.

ANMANDA
You can't just walk in and out of
here like it's a hotel! Are you
doi ng drugs?

DAVE
What ?

ANMANDA

You think I don't know what you're
doing? Do you think I am blind?
can't snell you when you come into
this house |like you just put out a
joint?

DAVE
You know what? Fuck this.

AVANDA
Hey!
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DAVE
No, fuck this! You' ve been at the
hospi tal every night and what do
you think |'ve been doi ng?

ANMANDA
Oh, don't you darel

DAVE
| have nowhere to go.

ANMANDA
I know that, but don't you blanme ne
for not being here!

DAVE
|" m not!

ANMANDA
What did I do wong? Wat did | do
wong to make you think it's OKto
be out all night and not give a
shit that |I'm hone freaking out.
Daddy' s been gone two weeks now.
Don't you think you should be here?

Dave continues to be expressionless and sonewhat unaffected.

ANMANDA
When Uncl e Marc came by here
before, he told ne he was sending
you away for a while. So go! o
away and | eave your attitude and
your drugs and everything that is
not you, there!

Amanda starts to cry. Dave stands still. He is not crying
or conforting his nother. She goes to hug himand he gives
her a hal f-hearted hug back.

ANMANDA
I love you David. Right now, it
seens |ike you don't |ove anything

t hough. [I'msorry you had to grow
up so fast. I'msorry | can't take
your pain away. | hope you can

| ove again soon. Because | mss
the real you.

EXT TEL AVIV, | SRAEL- DAY

The planes |and and take off at the Tel Aviv airport.
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I NT Al RPORT- BAGGACE CLAI M

The coveyer belt spins around and a tag on one of the bags
reads “Bender.” A hand picks up a bag and the canera foll ows
fromm d- body range as Dave wal ks out of the airport. He
hails a cab and tries to speak to a cab driver

DAVE
| need to get to this Kibbutz.

Dave points to a piece of paper with an address on it.

DRI VER
Ki bbutz Gezer. Ah, OK

I NT A SMALL, MODEST LI VI NG QUARTERS

It is sweltering hot and Dave rolls over, unconfortable and
scar ed.

The door sw ngs open and an old nan stands over Dave. The
old man is the RABBI

RABBI (I N BROKEN ENGLI SH)
Br eak-f ast .

I NT KI TCHEN

Dave sits down in front of a nodest plate of sliced tomatoes,
hunus and pita bread.

RABBI
Eat. Tomatoes were picked today.
Hurmmus is fresh chick pea and olive
oil I make fromour olive trees.

DAVE
“Qur” olive trees?

RABBI
Yes, this is a Kibbutz. W live as
a small conmmunity and share our
possessi ons.

DAVE
Thanks but you don’t have to do
this. | can take care of nyself.
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RABBI
From what your fam |y says, you are
| ost, enotionl ess.

DAVE
What ?  You don’t know anyt hi ng
about ne.

RABBI

Pl ease rel ax.

DAVE
Don't tell nme what to do.
Everybody expects ne to take care
of nyself. Why am| being told I
have problenms froma stranger?
don’t need this shit.

RABBI
The Kibbutz is a community. A
communi ty of people who trust. If
you can not learn to respect
certain guidelines, you can not
stay here.

DAVE
Fuck t hi s! How s that for enotion

Dave bursts fromhis seat and storns out of the room

EXT EARLY MORNI NG JERUSALEM

The sun rises over the city. Dave runs along a cobbl estone
road and into a quiet neighborhood. He wears a hooded
sweatshirt to keep himwarmwhile jogging in the cool parts
of the road that sun has yet to hit.

Dave notices |arge crowds wal king down a flight of steps. He
can not see what is down bel ow from where he stands across
the street. Dave cones to the top of a long flight of steps
and | ooks at sonething bel ow. He jogs down the steps, weaving
bet ween tourists and | ocal s.

EXT WAI LI NG WALL- JERUSALEM

Dave is in awe at the immense size of the wall. Many
religious nen pray there. Sone sing with passion as they say
the prayer words. Qhers are silent. Dave cones into frane,
behind a group of them He |ooks curious but al so borderline
di sm ssi ve.
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EXT WAI LI NG WALL- LATER I N THE DAY

In a fast forward tine el apse, we see Dave still standing and
sitting by the wall, sort of pacing. He observes, trying to
make hinself feel that inspired feeling everyone el se has.
Hal f of him seens intrigued, the other half nocks them You
can see the conflict in his body |anguage. Dave turns and

wal ks away.

EXT C TY STREETS, DAY

The activity is busy in the streets. Dave wal ks sl owy and
checks everything out. He returns to the entrance of the
Ki bbutz. A small tenple is on the property.

I NT TEMPLE

Dave enters the tenple. He |ooks around and approaches
cautiously. No one is there. He walks to the Binma and
approaches the ark. He pulls the curtain back to reveal the
Torah, covered in bright platinumcrowns and an enbroi dered
cloth cover. The Rabbi speaks in Hebrew and startles Dave.

RABBI
Do you |ike what you see? (In
Hebr ew) .

Dave shrugs his shoul ders. He doesn't understand.

RABBI
Do you |ike what you see?
DAVE
It's beautiful.
RABBI
You stand before the nost powerful
words of G d.
DAVE

Wiy so powerful ?

RABBI
Because it is the story of a
peopl e, our people. A people of
struggl e, a people who have risen
above the struggle. A people of
weakness, a people of kindness and
a people of fault.
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RABBI (cont ' d)

But nost inportantly, we are
survivors. Just |ike you

DAVE
I"mnot a survivor. | exist.

RABBI
To find the right path, first you
nmust seek it.

DAVE
Sonetines | feel like it's too
late. 1’ve | ooked for his help but

He didn't |isten.
Dave gestures to the sky.

RABBI
He |istened and He is hel ping you
now. You just have to read the
si gns.

The Rabbi pulls the Torah fromthe ark.

RABBI
Wul d you like to learn fromthe
Tor ah?

DAVE
Not really.

The Rabbi sighs with patience. He notions for Dave to pul
the crowns and cover off of the scrolls. Dave takes them and
pl aces themon a table. The Rabbi puts the Torah down on the
tabl e, undoes the clasp and unrolls both handles to reveal
the writing.

RABBI
To understand our past, you nust be
progressive in the present.

FADE TO BLACK

EXT. BENYAHUDA STREET- MARKETS AND BUSI NESSES

Dave i s wal ki ng around, checking out the shops of this

mar ket pl ace. He | ooks up at a sign above one shop w ndow.

It says sonmething in Hebrew. In small letters belowthat, it
reads “Book Store.”
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I NT BOOK STORE, DAY

Dave wal ks around the store, not seeing anything that grabs
his interest. He seens to be |ooking for sonething in
specific. The store owner peers at Dave fromthe book end.

DAVE
VWhat ?!

Taken back, the store owner wal ks to the register. Dave
| ooks around to see if anyone else is watching him His eyes
fix on what he was | ooking for- a prayer book.

Dave | ooks at the outside cover and runs his hands across it.
Then he slyly slips it into his pocket. The aisle he is in
has a clear shot to the front door and Dave nakes a go for
it.

Just as he reaches the door, a fist stops Dave right in his
tracks and grabs his shirt as he falls backward. A mnuscul ar
guy, EDAN pulls the prayer book from Dave’s pocket.

EDAN (| N HEBREW
Never nmess with another man’s dad,
you got that?

Dave does not understand hebrew and conpletely m sses the
irony in what the man has just said.

EDAN (| N HEBREW
You want ne to call the police,
Aba?

Dave seens to understand two words- Aba (father) and police.

STORE OWNER (| N HEBREW
| don’t know, Edan. He is young,

| et him go.
DAVE ( SCARED)

Pl ease, please. |I'msorry.
EDAN

Ameri can?

A smle cracks on Edan’s face.

Dave’'s feet dangle. Only the tips of his toes are touching
the ground. Edan still has hold of him

EDAN
You |i ke basketbal |l ?



DAVE
Uh, yeah. Basketball. M chael
Jordan, T Mac...

EDAN
You know Deron Sheffer? NBA from

| srael.
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Dave tries to break free and run. Edan hol ds Dave’'s shirt

and Dave runs in place.
EDAN (| N HEBREW
Aba, what do you want to do with
this kid.

He shakes hi s head.

EDAN
Pfff. T Mac. Deron Sheffer,
pussy!

STORE OMNER

Let go of him Edan!

He | ooks over at Dave and takes a deep breath. Dave stil

| ooks scared for his fate.

STORE OMNER
Want to buy book? To steal holy
book is sin.

DAVE
I’msorry. 1, | have no noney.
will work for it.
STORE OMNER
OK.  Tonorrow. 10 o' clock in
norning. You work 4 hours, | give
you 2 books, OK
DAVE
OK. | amsorry. Thank you
Dave | ooks up at Edan. Edan shakes his head, still in

di sbel i ef that Dave doesn’t know who Deron Sheffer is.

wal ks carefully passed himas he goes to exit.

DAVE
Sorry. Sorry.

Dave gets past Edan and makes a run for it.

Dave
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STORE OMNER (| N HEBREW
Great. Now you have scared him
Edan! He will never show up.

I NT DAVE' S LI VI NG QUARTERS

It is Friday night, Shabbos. Dave is listening to his I-
Pod. W& hear a piece of a song he and Janes wote blaring
from his headphones. Enter Rabbi

RABBI
Dahveed, it is al nrost Shabbos.

The Rabbi does not notice that Dave has his earphones on. He
realizes and notions to Dave to grab his attention.

RABBI
Hel | 0?

DAVE
VWhat ?

RABBI

We are all preparing for Shabbos
and the sun is al nost down. |
woul d l'i ke you to put away your
nmusi ¢ and cone join us.

Dave doesn’'t respond.

RABBI
WIIl you cone?

DAVE
VWhat ever.

Dave puts his headphones back on. The Rabbi sighs and | eaves
t he room
EXT KI BBUTZ- N GHT

A communal neal, |ive nusic, dancing- an all around good
tinme.

Dave is dancing and | aughing with many other young famlies
and their kids under the stars.

A beautiful, young Israeli woman stares at him She admres
his nature. Dave is oblivious to this.
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Dave whisks a little girl off of her feet and sw ngs her
around. \When he puts her down and stands up, he is face to
face with the woman. She is smling.

M R (I N HEBREW
I think she likes you.

The little girl grabs the woman's | eg. Dave | ooks confused.
He speaks, enbarrassed.

DAVE
I"mvery sorry but | don't
under st and Hebr ew.

M Rl
I think she likes you.

DAVE
| think I"ve got a crush on her.
Is this your sister?

M Rl
No, this is ny daughter, Perach.

Dave | ooks surprised for a noment and qui ckly regains
composure.

DAVE
Perach. Wat a pretty nane. Wat
does it nean.

PERACH
It neans fl ower.

Dave crouches, eye |evel w th Perach.

DAVE
She fits the nane wel|. ' m Dave.

Dave rises and gives Mri a flirtatious smle

M Rl
Were are you from Dave?

DAVE
New York City.

Mri |ooks inpressed and seens even nore attracted- he is a
city boy from Anmeri ca.

PERACH
Nice to neet you Dave.



Perach runs off to play with her friends. Dave and Mri
smle at Perach with adm ration.

DAVE
I wish I were her age again. Those
were the best years of ny life.
Does she have a daddy?

M RI
She did. But he was a soldier in
the Israeli army and was killed on
t he border of The West Bank.

DAVE
|"mvery sorry.

M R
New York, yes? The center of the
wor | d.

DAVE

The city that never sl eeps.

M Rl
And what are you doi ng here?

DAVE (W TTY)
| needed sone.

Mri | ooks shocked.

M RI
Needed sone what ?
DAVE
Uh. . . sl eep.
Mri |aughs.
DAVE

Have you |ived here | ong?

M R
My whole life.

DAVE
Oh good. Perach and yourself can
show ne around.

M Rl ( HAPPY AND SURPRI SED)
Ch we can, can we?
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The two stand and overl ook the people dancing. There is an
unconfortabl e nonent of silence.

DAVE
Wul d you like to dance?

Before Mri answers, Dave pulls her on to the dance fl oor.

Perach runs up to them and dances between them They al
| augh. Dave and Mri realize that they ve let down their
guards a little too nuch. They both step back a bit,
awkwar dl y.

Mri picks up Perach.

MR (I N HEBREW
Time for bed, nmy little flower.

PERACH
No, | nma

M Rl ( MOCKI NGLY)
Yes, daughter.

DAVE

Vll, it was nice nmeeting you both.
M Rl

It was nice to neet you t oo,

Dahveed.

Bef ore Dave can think of anything else to say, Mri and
Perach are off.

She turns back to Dave and sm | es.

I NT BOOK STORE, DAY
The door chime rings as Dave enters the store.

STORE OMNER
Ah, so you return, eh?

DAVE ( ANNOYED)
A prom se is a prom se.

STORE OMNER
Prom se is a promi se. \Wat does
this nean?
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DAVE
It means | am here. \Wat do you
want me to do?

Dave is facing the counter as Edan enters and sneaks up
behi nd him

Edan pi cks Dave up, arns around his chest..

EDAN
Hey, M chael Jordan! How you cal
it, Front runner, eh?

Dave snickers but barely shows a smle. He tries to hide his
soft si de.

DAVE
It’s the Eh famly, eh?

STORE OMNER
There is cart of books in aisle
over there. You can put in order
by first letter on shelves, K?

Dave does not answer. He heads right for the cart and starts
sorting through them He places themin al phabetical order
and conmes across anot her book that grabs his attention. He
stares at it for a nonent and opens to the first page. He
sm | es when..

STORE OMNER
You read or you work?

DAVE
Sorry. This was ny father’s
favorite book.

STORE OMNER

Was his favorite book?
DAVE

Yeah. M dad. He died.
STORE OMNER

Ah, OK. | sense sonething

troubling you

DAVE
| don’t tal k about it nuch.

STORE OMNER
Tal k keeps himalive in the mnd,
eh?
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DAVE
| guess.

STORE OMNER
Edan is good son. He is big, but
really small inside. He is |ike

teddy bear. He makes ne proud.

DAVE
He is very protective of you

STORE OMNER
Yes, protective. So in hour, you
go and take this book and the
Si ddur you try to steal yesterday,
eh?

DAVE
I’msorry about that. I...

STORE OMNER
Is OK. You renenber to make father
proud. He is watching.

The store owner notions to the sky. Wat he has said has a
visible effect on Dave. You can see a subtle, yet distinct
change in him

EXT Kl BBUTZ CEZER- DAY

Dave helps to farmthe crop on the Kibbutz. He drops a basket
of fruit and gets frustrated. Perach |aughs.

DAVE( SM LI NG AFTER SEEI NG HER)
What are you | aughing at? Cone
her e.

He puts down the basket and chases her as she screans and
| aughs.
EXT. DESERT- DAY

Dave hikes in the desert with Mri and Perach. They wal k
t hrough small rivers in canyons.

Dave and the girls sit on a canel. He smles and the canel
makes a weird noi se and drools. The experience is finally
breaki ng through to Dave.
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EXT. DEAD SEA- DAY

Dave floats in the Dead Sea and basks in the sun on the
beach. Perach plays in the sand by the water's edge.

EXT BEDO N TENT- N GHT

Dave sips tea with a group of friendly Arabs and Mri. They
snoke a Shisha with tobacco and marijauna. Everyone is very
rel axed. A arab man plays a sitar and anot her man sings
anci ent songs.

I NT DAVE' S TENT- N GHT

Dave settles in for the night. The entrance curtain pulls
back. Enter Mri.

M R
Dahveed? Can | cone in?

DAVE
Yes.

She | ays down next to him face to face. Dave |looks a little
taken a back but not entirely surprised.

DAVE
VWhere i s Perach?

M RI
She is sl eeping.

There is a short silence that feels like an eternity to them
bot h. Suddenly, they kiss deeply and passionate. At this
nonent, they both need each other so bad, you can feel it
radiate fromthem Dave starts to take off Mri’s shirt.

She lifts her arns and helps himslip it over her head. Her
skin is bronze and her body is incredible. She |urches
forward and grabs Dave again, kissing himw th everything she
has.

EXT TENT- N GHT

A sil houette of Mri and Dave naking | ove. Fade to bl ack.



37.

I NT SYNAGOGUE- DAY

Dave is studying again with the Rabbi. Now, his beard has
begun to grow. The Rabbi bends to show Dave how to Davin
properly. Dave tries to follow and bunps his head on the pew
of the synagogue. They both | augh. The Rabbi whispers
sonmething to Dave and he sm | es.

I NT RABBI'S HOUSE- NI GHT
Dave cel ebrates Shabbat dinner with the Rabbi's famly.
RABBI

Dave, would you like to say Kaddish
for your father tonorrow?

DAVE
What do you nean?

RABBI
Wen we say a prayer for the dead,
we call it Kaddish. [It's what we
call, a mtzvah. Your saying a

bl essing for a | oved one who has
passed and at the sane tine, you
are doing a good deed, a mtzvah.

Dave pauses and thinks.

DAVE
I would | ove to.

I NT. SMALL STUDY AREA- N GHT

Dave puts a koofi on and enters. He |ooks up. The Rabbi is
there with nine other nen who he has worked with and gotten
to know on the Kibbutz.

DAVE (| N HEBREW
Is there a party you forgot to tell
me about ?

RABBI
Come. \When you say Kaddi sh, you do
it wwth a mnion. Ten nen. W al
pray together. | wll |ead us,
foll ow al ong and repeat after ne.

Dave | ooks nervous.
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RABBI
Don't worry, we are here.

Dave | ooks at the Rabbi with | ove.

DAVE( V. O)
“When you are joyous, |ook deep
into your heart and you shall find
it is only that which has given you
sorrow that is giving you joy.”

Dave lies in bed in his shoebox apartnent. Dave has nade
this nodest roomhis honme. He sits on the edge of his bed
and lets the floor fan blow up at him He opens his sock
draw and takes out pictures of his famly, together. One
after the other, happy. Then Dave flips to a picture of

hi nmsel f and his father, Matt who is bald fromcheno. His
eyes well up with tears but Dave swall ows his thoughts. He
turns to the next picture of hinself and Talel sitting on his
lap. He runs his thunb over the picture and thinks...

EXT. MRS HOUSE- DAY

Dave bangs hard on Mri’s door. Mri cones to the door with
a sad | ook on her face.

DAVE
W need to tal k.

M RI
Your | eaving, aren't you?

DAVE
| want you to conme with ne.

M Rl
There is no place for ne there,
Dahveed. No place for Perach.

DAVE
What are you tal ki ng about? |
t hought you | oved ne.

M RI
| do love you. But | love ny child
first.

DAVE

But | want her to cone.
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M Rl
And do what?! Live with your
not her ?

DAVE

Just for alittle whil ...

M Rl
Dahveed, | can't do that to her.
She is 7 years old. Her famly is
here. Her friends are here. Cur
lifeis in Israel.

DAVE
Mri, don't do this.

M R
Dave, you nmust go. Your heart is
in New York.

Dave puts his head down. Mri cries.

M R
You will be better off, Dahveed

DAVE
What are you tal ki ng about ?

M Rl
I know you | oved her deeply, Dave.
This feeling does not disappear.

Dave pauses and pretends for a nonent |ike he doesn't know
who Mri is speaking of.

DAVE
Talel? She's dating one of ny a
kid I know.

M Rl

And when you return?

Dave says not hi ng.

M RI
Dahveed, don't make this any
harder. | knew when | net you that

we were nmeant to hel p one anot her.
And | knew sone day, our wounds
woul d heal and the pain would go
away. And you woul d return hone.
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DAVE
What about Perach? Do | get to say
goodbye?

M R

Just go. She has had enough
di sappoi ntnent in her life.

DAVE
I can call you. W can talk to
each other every night.

M R
| don't want to confuse Perach
Pl ease, Dave.

Dave stops speaking again and wal ks up the two steps to her.
They hol d one another. Mri cries. Her nose is red and

puffy.

DAVE
Thank you.

M RI
W nust thank each other. You
hel ped nme nove on to a new stage of
life.

Dave is thinking about what she has just said. He knows that
he is returning to New York and phase of his Ilife he has
grown away from Dave’'s mnd is el sewhere as he hugs Mri.

I NT. TEMPLE- DAY
Dave Davins in prayer before the open ark. He cries as he
sings the prayers. He cries out the words as if he is calling

f or soneone.

After Dave finishes his prayer, he closes the prayer book.
The Rabbi appears behi nd Dave.

RABBI

Are you ready to go?
DAVE

I think so.
RABBI

Do you know so?

DAVE
As nmuch as | am going to know.
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RABBI
You can never know enough. There is
al ways sonmething new to | earn.
Renmenber t hat.

DAVE
Rabbi, | don't know how to thank
you for all that you have done.
You have taught nme how to | ove and
live again. For that, I wll always
be grateful.

RABBI
| showed you the path, Dahveed.
You wal ked it.

Dave hesitates for a nonent.

DAVE
Rabbi, |'m scared.

RABBI
Scared of what?

DAVE
My friends aren’t |like ne. They are
very caught up with city life and
all of its tenptations.- drugs,
al chohol , cheating, stealing...

RABBI
And you are afraid that you will be
tenpted to fall back to your old
ways.

DAVE
Yes....Well, No.

RABBI
That is not possible. You have
found who you really are and the
strength that you possess. It is a
gift. Agift you will share with
others until there is no breath
left in your lungs. Do you
remenber what | said to you when we
first met? To understand the
present, you have to begin with the
past. Go back to your past life
and re-create the present
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( BEAT).

RABBI
The Wailing Wall is a Holy site
here in |Israel.

I NT. WAI LI NG WALL- NI GHT

RABBI ( C. O)
It represents the one wall that
remai ned standi ng when the Holi est
tenple in Jerusal em was destroyed
by the Romans in war. The battle
was tough and the Jewi sh people
were unable to keep the Romans from
crushing the tenple and all of its
glory. The Western Wall of the
tenpl e, the one that renai ned was
renamed The Waling Wall, neaning
"cried there" for all of those who
had after that horrible event.
Now, we as Jews go and pray at this

wall, to cry for our sins, pray for
good things. This wall is strong.
As you nust be. It teaches us to

remai n hunbl e, as you nust teach
others to do so. And it is

grounded, unnoved by war and the
constant flow of life around it.

EXT. WAI LI NG WALL- NI GHT

Dave stands before the Wailing Wall. He | ooks proudly at it.
He wal ks to the wall. He smles. He | eans his arns agai nst
the stone wall. His eyes close. Tears drop fromhis closed
eyes and he whi npers.

EXT. H LL- DAY

Dave is reading from The Prophet, overlooking the Dome On The
Rock. This is he golden done shaped building in the heart of
Jerusalem The sun’s reflection off of the donme’s roof

illum nates Dave’'s bearded face. He breaths a real sigh of
ease.
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DAVE (V. Q.)
And in the twelfth year, on the
seventh day of lelool, the nonth of
reapi ng, he clinbed the hill
wi thout the city walls and | ooked
seaward; and he beheld his ship
coming in the mst. Then the gates
of his heart were flung open, and
his joy flew far over the sea. And
he cl osed his eyes and prated in

the silence of his soul. But as he
descended the hill, a sadness cane
upon him and he thought in his
heart: How shall | go in peace and
wi t hout sorrow? Nay, not wthout a
wound in the spirit shall 1 |eave
this city.

I NT. Al RPORT BAGGAGE CLAI M DAY
A |l oud beep conmes fromthe |uggage conveyer belt.

A light flashes from above the conveyer belt. The digital
sign reads "Flight 911- Tel- Aviv to NY." Luggage cones

t hrough the rubber flapped door. Bags and suitcases start
dunpi ng out on to the belt.

Uncle Marc waits for the luggage to cone down fromthe door.
He has grown a nustache. He stand by the belt, | ooking
around for Dave. He flips the tags over on a few bags,

| ooking for Dave's name. A bag turns the corner on the
conveyer belt. Marc sees the nane tag. It reads "David
Bender . "

Uncl e Marc reaches for the bag. A younger hand comes out of
nowhere, with a red string tied around the wist. The arm of
Uncl e Marc reads

TITLE CARD- “5 Years Later.”
The tan arm grabs the bag. Dave speaks.

DAVE
Let ne help you with that, old man.

MARC
ad man, huh?

Dave(25) is golden brown. He |ooks healthy and happy. He
has grown a |l ong beard and he wears a Koofi on his head. He
| ooks mature. He wears a big smle. The two enbrace. Uncle
Marc lifts himoff the ground with a bear hug.
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MARC
Vel cone back.

EXT. STREETS OF NEW YORK CI TY- N GHT
PETER GABRI EL’ S “MERCY STREET” FADES UP
A foggy night in Manhattan's | ower east side.

One dimstreet light is lit. The street is nostly enpty and
wet fromrain earlier in the night. The city lights reflect
off of the concrete. The rain has washed everything away.

Dave wal ks out of his apartnent. He is dressed in a pressed
short sleeve button down shirt with titzit (Jew sh
traditional cloth) hanging fromthe bottomof the shirt, and
wal | abi es on his feet.

Dave wears a koofi to cover his head. He wal ks down the side
of the enpty street toward a nmain avenue.

DAVE (V. Q)
| grew up on these streets.
Two children run past himlaughing. He smles.

DAVE( V. Q.)
I renenber the days when |ife neant
pl ayi ng ki ckball and runni ng down
to the bodega for sonme sour powers.
| renenber being out in the streets
at night and ny nother worried
because she knew a car would hit ny
ass once the sun went down if she
et nme stay out.

Dave | ooks up at a window. The light is on and you hear his
not her yelling fromthe w ndow.

ANMANDA
Dave! Tinme to cone in!

He | ooks back down and the light in the wi ndow slowy dins.

DAVE (V. Q.)
My parents and | sat down to eat as
a famly. W |aughed, we fought
and we tal ked. But whatever the
ci rcunstance, we were together
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( BEAT)

It is said "You are the bows from
whi ch your children as |iving
arrows are sent forth. The archer
sees the mark upon the path of the
infinite, ? bends you with H's
m ght that ‘hiIs adarrows may go sw ft
and far.” | was 16 when | first
read this quote. | had no idea
that at such a young age, the bow
that sent me on ny travel would
soon break. But not before nme, the
arrow was shot into the sky, on an
infinite path with an unknown
future.

( BEAT)
James’ father was a hunter and he
taught us a trick. He said that if
you take an arrow and roll it along
the side of it's tip, it should
rol | snoothly.

I NT. TABLE- N GHT
an arrow head rolls on along the surface.

DAVE
If it dips or curves, it's not a
strai ght arrow.

EXT. STREET- N GHT

Dave | ooks both ways to check out the activity.

I NT SUBWAY- NI GHT

Dave trots down the steps into the subway. A train pulls
into the station. Its doors soon slide open, Dave enters and
t akes a seat. He sits in a seat and stares through the

wi ndow.

DAVE(V. Q)
Wen | was a kid, | did ny dirt and
got in trouble with ny friends.
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DAVE( cont ' d)

But for the nost part, sonething in
t he back of my m nd al ways kept ne
fromgoing too far. And when | did,
I couldn't stop thinking about how
wong it was. M parents had
instilled this norality, alnobst a
fear inside of ne. And if | failed

nyself, I was failing them |
al ways wanted to be a straight
arr ow.

Dave lifts his head. He focuses on sonething in front of him
and he sm | es.

Just opposite, a little girl sits on her nother's |ap.

The girl(3) is held tight. She peeks at Dave with one eye
whil e her head stays partially buried in her nother’s Dbl ouse.

MOTHER
I think she likes you.

Dave puts his hands in front of his eyes and then opens them
up and makes a funny face at the girl.

DAVE
Peek- a- boo.

The girl giggles.

The doors open. Dave goes up the crowded stairs, holding
onto the collar of his jacket so that his breast pocket is
not exposed.

EXT. 42ND STREET, TIMES SQUARE- N GHT

Dave conmes up out of the station and onto the street. The
Ti mes Square scene represents the crazed Iife of New York.

He bunps into a pedestrian. The man who has bunped into Dave
turns and gives hima dirty | ook.

DAVE (V. Q.)
| believe that life is a set of
uncontrol | abl e circunstances. Sone
t ake negative events in their life
and let it jade their spirit and
poi son their sole. Qhers let it
eat away at themuntil there’s
nothing left to live for.
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A woman babbl es and yells as she wal ks by him

DAVE (V. Q.)
You wal k by themon the streets
everyday. There's little
interaction. Sonetinmes, if you're
| ucky, people |look at you. |
al ways wondered how many of them
follow their dream or even have
one.

An el derly mans bunps into Dave on the street.

VAN
Excuse ne, sorry.

Dave acknow edges the man.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Someti mes, you |l ook into someone's
eyes, and see nothing but
enpt i ness.

Al'l the people passing Dave are engrossed in their own
t houghts. Sone of them | ook straight ahead while others just
| ook down at the ground.

Dave nods at an old man, the only person who is | ooking at
him The old man sm | es and nods back.

DAVE : (V.Q)
And then there are a few that take
the negativity of life's
unfortunate events and use it to
becone stronger individuals. They
branch out and want to hel p others.
The people who still take the tine
to smle back; The ones who see the
good and follow their dreans. These
are the arrows that fly straight;
Even if they've been shot into the
wind; The arrow that hits the
bull's eye even though they have
| ost sonme feathers al ong the way.

He turns to enter a tall building with a bright neon sign
outside. The sign reads "HELL." Dave |looks at it, slightly
di st ur bed.

There is a long Iine of young adults outside of the club.
The doorman i medi ately | ets Dave pass.
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EXT. CLUB HELL- N GHT

Dave' s hands are above his head and his | egs are spread. He
is being patted down by a security guard. He smles at the
irony of the situation

DAVE (V. O.)
I am a product of two |overs; a man
and a woman who |l oved life, each
other and their child.

Unfazed, Dave allows security to do its job before he's |et

t hrough. At the pay booth, w thout | ooking up, Dave pays the
girl. It's Talel. She wears a | arge bruise on her eye and a
shocked expression. Her eyes follow Dave as he wal ks to the

club’s main doors.

Dave approaches the two | arge doors in front of him

I NT. THE HALLWAY - NI GHT
Dave stands as the doors are opened by security.

The doors open and there is a blaring bursts of Techno nusic.
Dave enters the club, focused. He renoves his jacket and the
canmera focuses on a necklace charmon his chest, a chai, the
Hebrew synbol of life.

BI NT. HELL

A young man to Dave's left sniffs Cocaine. As the man sniffs
it, a soft halo of yellow Iight glows bright around him

Many people are dancing at a fast pace as if they are induced
by sonme sort of speed. A group of girls enbrace each other
One of them picks her head up and her eyes are rolling back.

Frustrati on appears on Dave's face for the first tinme.
Snapper and Danny O a couple of young thugs, come to greet
hi m

DANNY O
Yo, what's up Dave?

DAVE
Not hi ng nuch. |s Janes here yet?
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SNAPPER
(Sniffing)
Yeah, he heard you were back in
town and he was just asking where
you were at. Cone on, I'll take
you upstairs.

Snapper | eads Dave up a long flight of white stairs. The
stairs lead up to the highest point in the club. A bouncer
stands at the top.

BOUNCER
What's up Dave? Janes has been
wai ting for you.

The bouncer opens the white door to the perforner's V.1.P
| ounge. Dave enters and the bouncer puts his hand on Danny
O s chest to stop him

DANNY O
(Very doofy and hunor ous)

Hey yo, Dave what's up with this, man? Can't | get up in
here with ya'all?

Dave tries to close the door behind hinself in Danny Os
face.

JAMES
It's OK Let himin. That's ny
boy.

Dave | ooks a little disappointed.
Dave and Janes enbrace.

James is a good | ooking man (25). He is well-dressed,
wearing black jeans, a black shirt w cut off sleeves and a
| ong silver chain.

Swirls of snoke fill the air. James hands Dave a bl unt.
Dave | ooks tenpted, but shakes his head.

JAMES
What up kid? Are people ready for
me out there?

DAVE
( Exhal i ng)
What do you nean?
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JAMES
" m perform ng here.

Dave smn | es.

DAVE
So you’re nmaki ng our dream cone
true, huh?

JAMES
No doubt. You were ny beat man. |
had the flows. So where's ny
fuckin beats at, kid?

DAVE
Dam, man. |'mnot used to this
scene. Everyone out there is
| ooki ng nessed up.

JAMES
True. So go join them Kkid.

DAVE :
I know you see above all that. You
want to succeed in this world. You
know t hat ?

JAMES (HALF- HEARTED)
Woa. Easy there, killer. Cone on
man, you know ne. | just like to
have a good tine, yo.

DAVE
That's fine but you got to keep
your shit straight. You can't be
hangi ng out with doofy nother
fuckers like that clown over there.

JAMES
He's all right, B. You' ve known ne
since we were |ike 5. Cone on, you
been here five mnutes and you're
all wound up. Relax, kid, you're
hone!

As they wal k down the stairs, they pass a really good-I| ooking
girl on the steps and Janes puts his hand on her shoul der.

JAMES
Oh, excuse ne, beautiful. Can
ask you a question?
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G RL
Sur e.

DAVE
Were your parents retarded?

The girl | ooks aggravated and gives hima strange gl are.

G RL
Wiy woul d you ask nme sonething |ike
t hat ?

DAVE
Cause you’' re | ooki ng ki nda speci al,
girl.

Wth that, Dave, Janes and the girl all crack up. The girl
pushes Janmes in a playful manor.

Dave and Janes wal k down the stairs.

DAVE
You' re just as funny as | renenber
you.

JAMES
See, kid, I'mjust trying to kick
it and have fun. I'monly trying
to do good. You know t hat,
right?

DAVE
| hope so.

I NT. DANCE FLOOR AND STAGE- NI GHT
Dave | ooks at the stage with admration. The nusic cuts off.
The crowd cheers.
DAVE
Man- this crowd is hyped for you.
You' re gai ning status around here,
huh?

Janes snil es.

JANVES
OCh, no doubt. You know how | be.
Al high VIP.

James grabs the m crophone and the beat drops.
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Janmes begins to perform Dave stands next to the stage with
his arns crossed, bobbing his head to the nusic. There is a
| ook of pride on Dave's face.

DAVE (V. O.)
So many thoughts are going through
ny head; happi ness, sadness,
sentinentalism..but nostly fear. |
fear these people don't know what
they are doing to thensel ves and
what they know, they choose to
ignore. Al this dope, all this
meani ngl ess and m sdirected energy.
| stand here and wonder if these
peopl e even hear Janmes' words?

FLASHBACK
EXT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL- DAY.

Dave and Janes outside of their elenentary school. Dave is
beat boxing and Janes is free- styling over it.

I NT. STAGE
DAVE (V. Q.)
Now, | wonder if Janes hears his
own wor ds.
Dave | eans against a wall, deep in thought and into the nusic

t hat Janes perfornms. Talel conmes along side of himand
whi spers in his ear.

TALEL
Hi .

I NT. STAGE

JAMES
Yo, it's a struggle, every day to
stay hunble/lt's |ike seventy
percent of the population's sou
has crunbled/1 hold a door for a
woman and all | hear is her
munbl e. . .

DAVE ( STARTLED)
You scared nme. VWhat's up?



TALEL
Sorry. You | ooked pretty engrossed
i n thought.

DAVE
Yeah, well ...

TALEL
(she giggl es)

St op thinkiqﬂ}ﬁﬁ much or your brain
i s going té swel’l up

Dave notices the bruise above her eye.

DAVE
Kinda |like that swelled up area on
your face.

TALEL
Don't worry about nme, |I'mfine.

DAVE
What happened?

TALEL
He doesn't nean it Dave.

DAVE
| got a letter from James and he
told ne you started seei ng Dam an
after 1 left.

TALEL
What was | supposed to do, Dave?
You didn't even tell nme you were
leaving. Al | knowis, you get
taken away in a car and your gone
t he next day. You didn't even say
goodbye. | thought you weren't
com ng back

DAVE
Don't mss the point. You would
never do anything to deserve this.
The problemis that you don't see
t he goodness in yourself. Wat guy
that really |l oved you would do...

TALEL
Stop! Enough! Dave, don't cone
back here with this save the world
attitude after disappearing from ny
life for years.

53.
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TALEL(cont ' d)
Everybody isn't always going to see
things the way that you do! Dam an
cares about ne. And | don't think
that I can do better than him
because | don't want to. Shoul dn't
t hat be good enough for you?

DAVE
No, it's not. Talel,..

TALEL
Dave, ever since we were young,
it's like you di sapprove of so nmany
people and their lives. Not
everyone grew up with parents who
had a relationship Iike your's,

when your dad was still alive. Not
everyone can be who you want them
to be.

Frustrated and angry, Talel turns and wal ks away. Dave
stands, |eaning against a wall, partially listening to Janes
perform and hal f-engrossed in thought.

The crowd that has been dancing around the stage begins to
scream and cheer and it shocks Dave back in to reality. He
stands up straight. He walks to the bar and sits down on a
stool, signaling the bartender.

DAVE:
Captain and Coke in a tall glass!

James reaches across the crowded bar to grab Dave's shirt.
He tugs Dave.

JAMES
Yo, playboy. Were did you go?

DAVE( YELLI NG BACK TO H M
My bad, kid.

Dave gets up and squeezes through a couple of people and out
to Janes.

JAMES
Dam an and | were thinking of
rollin" down to this spot. They
got Mermaids in this fish tank
behi nd the bar. These chicks are
swinmming with exotic fishes. It's
dope.
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Dave peers at Talel, talking to Dam an across the dance
floor.

JAMES
What ' s your problen? Ah, | see.
Dog, you left town for a long tine.
Thi ngs change. .

DAVE
Shut up man. You're the | ast
person | want to hear it from
Aside, why are you rollin" wth
Dam an? AND why do you al ready have
pl ans when | just got back to town?

JAMES
"' m sayi ng.

DAVE (JOKI NGLY) :
Yeah, your saying. |'mall good,
man. |'m exhausted anyway. |
think 1''m gonna go hone and get
sonme rest.

Dave | ooks physically exhausted all of a sudden. He begins
to come down off of his natural high.

“I'N THE BEDROOM'

I NT. DAVE' S BEDROOM- NI GHT

Dave lies in bed face up, with his hands behind his head. He
tosses and turns. He slowy closes his eyes and falls into a
dr eam

DREAM

Dave is sitting in a hospital roomnext to his nother. His
father lies in a bed, separated fromthemby a plastic
curtain. The curtain has two holes in it with rubber gloves
at the end on the father's side. Dave's father |ooks very
sick and tired. Dave sticks his hands in the gloves. As he

| eans to grab his father's hands, he suddenly wakes up.

Sitting up in bed, Dave breathes heavy and | ooks scared. He
| eans over and grabs a glass of water. He takes a big gulp
and falls back hard onto his pillow
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" BREAKFAST! "

I NT DAVE' S BEDROOM DAY

Dave wakes up and | ooks deflated. Amanda calls himfromthe
ot her room

ANMANDA
Dave! Get up, sweetie. | made you
br eakf ast .

I NT. KITCHEN- DAY

Dave exits his roomwith a big smle. He cones over to
Amanda and ki sses her on the back of the neck. She | ooks
back, surprised.

AMANDA
Vel |, that was a nice greeting.
DAVE
Ni ce, huh?
AMANDA
Vel l, you know. | haven't seen you
like this since... It's just nice,
that's all.
DAVE
Hey, nom

She puts the food on a plate for him

ANMANDA
What ?
DAVE
You know | | ove you, right?
Amanda smi | es.
ANMANDA

I love you too. (BEAT). You all right?

DAVE
Yeah, I'mfine. | just wanted to
say sorry for everything | did
and...
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AMANDA
Davi d, don't apol ogize. | wasn't
around nuch when Daddy was sick
It was just as nmuch ny fault.

DAVE
You're not to blame for what | did.
But it's done now. |'ma different
person. |'ve been learning howto

grasp control of ny soul. |
studied with wise nen in our
honel and.

AVAMNDA( JOKI NALY)
The prophet, huh?

DAVE
For real, ma. |'ve learned a | ot
about nysel f.

ANMANDA
It was al ways there.

DAVE
It was only there because soneone
gave it to ne.

Dave smles. H's momreaches fromacross the table and takes
hi s hands.

"THE DI NER'

I NT. DI NER- DAY

Dave sits at a diner booth, drinking a cup of coffee. He has
a prayer book on the table and he huns sone of the prayers as
he waits.

James sits down across from Dave at the booth.

JANVES
VWhat's the deal ?

DAVE
Not hi ng, man. What's good?
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JAMES
What's good? ['Il tell you what's
good. Bitches in sea shell topped
bikinis and nermaid fins. That's
what's good. The entire wall
behind the bar was a fish tank. Yo-
t hat place knows how to sell their
not her fucking alcohol. | didn't
| eave the bar all night. Just sat
t here, drinking and watching ny
future wife swimaround behind the
bar .

DAVE
Dummy.

JAMES
Haha! Wsat's wong man, you | ook
i ke you went out alone on the town
and got bent?

DAVE
Nah, man. | cane straight hone
fromHELL. | was tired but | had
some bad dreans and couldn’t sleep

after that.

The wai tress wal ks over.

WAI TRESS
Can | get you boys sonethi ng?
JAMES
Yeah, 1'll have a grilled cheese
and fries. And a chocol ate shake.
WAI TRESS
OK.  Anything for you, honey?
DAVE
"Il have a refill. Thank you.
WAI TRESS
Al right. 1'lIl take these nenus
fromyou. Thank you
JAMES
Yo, the spot was junping |ast
ni ght, kid.
DAVE

I know, man. Looks like you got
some pretty good publicity.



59.

JAMES
Yeah. Dam an told ne | ast night
that he can get ne in over at
Irving Plaza, no doubt.

DAVE
So now Dami an is your boss?
JAMES
Chill, man. He's | ooking out for
ne.
DAVE
I know how your mind works. | hate

t hat fucking guy and |I hate that
you and Talel can't see that.

JAMES
See what? Dave, we were young when
t hat whol e shit went down.

DAVE

You know what Janes, why don't you
just figure this shit out on your
own. Wen we were young, Yyou
trusted nmy judgenent. Now, |
gotta preach to you and Tal el about
who you shoul d hang out with? Fuck
this. You re a man. Figure it out!

Dave takes sone noney out of his pocket and tosses it down in
the mddle of the table. He gets up.

JAMES
Yo, where you going, man? Wat did
| do?

DAVE
You'll figure it out. | gotta go.

Dave wal ks away and | eaves Janes at the table.

" CONFRONTI NG YOUR PROBLEMS"

I NT. NYC STREET CORNER- DAY

Dave is at a pay phone. He adds change and dials a nunber.
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OPERATOR
Pl ease deposit an additional 10
cents.

DAVE
Damm.

Dave digs into his pocket.

OPERATOR
Pl ease deposit an additional 10
cents.

DAVE
Hold on! Fuck, | ady!

OPERATOR:
Thank you for choosing Verizon.
Goodbye.

DAVE
Shi t!

Dave sl ans down the phone and picks it back up to re- dial.

He deposits 35 cents and dials again. Talel picks up on the
ot her end.

TALEL
Hel | 0?

DAVE
Since when did a pay phone start
taking nore than a quarter for a
| ocal call?

There is a silence at the other end of the phone.

DAVE
Hel | 0?

TALEL (O.C.)
Yeah, |I'mhere. Wat's up? Wy are
you using a pay phone?

DAVE
| gotta get a cell phone. Listen,
I was hoping...well, | was hoping

you woul d forgive ne.

TALEL (Q. O
Forgi ve you for what?
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DAVE
For not being there for you. For
not sayi ng goodbye. For not
letting you live your life how you
want .

TALEL (O.C.)
Sigh. Dave, you' re too nuch.

DAVE
| guess | should try and see that
you are happy. And try and be
happy for you, right?

TALEL (O C.)
| guess. If | was happy...
guess.

DAVE
What ?

TALEL (O C.)

We broke up, Dave. He cane hone
fromthat bar he and Janes went to
and...

DAVE
And?

TALEL (O.C.)
It's over, Dave. For good.
EXT. DAVE S APARTMENT- DAY
Rai n begins to drop on a w ndow pai n.

In at- shirt, sweatpants and sneakers, Dave stretches in the
shadows of his small living room

Dave is focused and punped up. He takes a deep breath
t hrough hi s nose.

Dave wal ks down the 2 steps. H's feet splash in a puddl e and
the nusic hits a peak and stays heavy.

EXT. STREET- DAY

Dave runs aggressively. He swings his arnms fromside to side

intime with the music in his headphones. He screans out
lines that make himfeel power.
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He runs on the back streets of downtown Manhattan. The rain
falls heavy. He crosses over the West Side Hi ghway and
starts running uptown. He runs past Chelsea Piers and the
hel i copter pad on the River's edge. A helicopter takes off
into the fog and blows nore wind in Dave's direction.

The train yards and The Enpire State Building are to his
right. He runs past The Intrepid and | ooks up at it.

The rain is now heavy and it soaks through his thin, worn out
t-shirt. He breathes heavy and | ooks angry. He stops at
42nd Street, and | ooks across to the East Side.

The signs and |ights down 42nd are pierce the thick m st
across town. Dave stares at them The lights are pulse |ike
a heart beat, in tine with the nusic. He breathes heavy and
rain pours on his face. He |ooks scared.

He bounces up and down in place.

( BEAT)

He turns and runs in the opposite direction.

I NT. APARTMENT BATHROOM DAY

Dave is in the shower. He pushes the water from his face.
He | ooks exhausted. Suddenly, he hears a hard knock on the
door. He turns the nozzle of the shower off and gets out,
qui ckly throwing a towel over hinself. The knock cones again
and this tinme, harder.

DAVE
Com ng! Hold up!
Dave rushes out of the bathroom still soaking wet and opens
the door. |It's Dam an.
DAM AN

What's up, man, Sorry to get you at
a bad tinme. \Were's your non |
want to say hello.

DAVE
What do you want, man?
DAM AN
Dam. | guess your not too happy

to see ne.
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There is a |l ong pause. Dave stares at Dam an with a very
serious face. Daman smrks back at him

DAVE
Listen. 1s there something you
need? Cause |I'min the mddle of
things here and | don't have tine
to bullshit with you or to stand
around having a pissing contest.

DAM AN
|'"ve been trying to get in touch
with Talel. She won't answer any

of nmy calls.

DAVE
So what do you want from nme? Even
if I did know where she was, do you
think I'd tell you?

DAM AN
Yo, |I'mcom ng here hunbl e, asking
for a favor. Wat the fuck is your
prob...

DAVE

Hunbl e? Don't you ever tell ne

t hat you' ve even got a drop of

hunbl eness in your blood. Turn
around, and go honme. Stay the fuck
away from Tal el and Janes. Do you
know what woul d have happened if ny
uncle didn't get us off? Your no
friend of mne. Don't ever cone
around here again.

DAM AN
What's wwong with you man! |I'mthe
one that did the time while you
were vacationing in Israel!

Dave slans the door in Dam an's face.

I NT. HALLWAY/ DAVE' S APARTMENT- DAY

Dave i mredi ately turns and wal ks away. Dam an stands facing
the closed door with a big grin on his face. Dam an's face
turns froma smrk to a very hateful [|ook.

Dave sits down and takes a deep breath. He grabs a cigarette
froman ol d hidden pack he had before he left for Israel.
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He | ooks at the pack and takes out a cigarette. He | ooks for
alighter in a drawin the kitchen. He pushes through a
drawer of junk and can't find one. He slans the drawer and
squi shes the cigarette between his fingers, throwng it in

t he kitchen garbage.

DAVE (V. Q.)
It is said, "Your soul is often
times a battlefield, upon which
your reason and judgment wage war
agai nst your passion and appetite.”
| could have probably just kept ny
conmposure and told Damian | didn't
know where she was. But passion and
appetite to say what | have been
thinking for a long tine got the
best of ne.

"RACE IS A BI TCH'
A nontage of social status scenes:

1. A group of white kids in their late teens are driving
in a car together.

TEEN 1
Fifty Cent and B.I1.G ny nigga!
Don't try and act like y'all don't
feel us nigga!

2. A group of southern hicks sit on the steps outside of
their home.

MAN 2
| asked that nigger gardener to go
on and trimthem hedges, | don't
know why he hasn't gotten to them
yet .
3. Two African American nen sitting on a flight of steps in
Brookl yn, tal king to one anot her.
MAN 1
Can you believe that nigga did
t hat ?
MAN 2
Damm.

James cones out of the front door at the top of the stairs.
The two nmen nove their |egs so that he can get by.
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JAMES
Thank you.

DAVE
What up?

JAVES( SM LI NG
My nigga. Ha ha!

DAVE (V.O.):
Nigga....N gger. These are two
very different ways of saying a bad
word. If a black guy says it to a
white guy, that white guy nust be
pretty fucking cool, or he's in
sone deep shit. And when a white
man says it to another white
man...well they want really hard to
be part of something they're not.

MAN 1
What did you just say?

James turns around and before he has an opportunity to say
anything, he is knocked to the floor by the man.

DAVE
VWhat the fuck?

Dave grabs Janes and pulls himonto his feet and out to the
road. Dave and Janes | ook back at the scream ng man.

JAMES
| didn't nean nothin' by that man!
Damm, yo.

Man 2 stands behind Man 1 with his arnms crossed. Dave is
pul l'ing Janes away and trying to get himdown the bl ock.

MAN 1

Son, you ain't no fuckin' nigga.
JAMES

Yeah, man. | guess your right.

But you are, notha fucka.

DAVE (TO JAMES)
What the hell is wong with you
man?

MAN 1
What the fuck did you just say to
me?
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The two bl ack nmen run towards Janes and Dave punches Man 2 in
the side of the head. The man drops to the ground

i medi ately Dave | ooks upset. Wth that, James pulls out a
gun and points it at Man 1, who is about to attack him

JAMES
What, you piece of shit? Now what
are you gonna do? You're so
fucki ng har(qkmr__lji ke anyone was
talking to‘you, “man. | got nore
bl ack friends then you probably
got, man.

James is visibly shaken. H's gun is shaking in his hand.
MAN 1
Aight, man. Aight. | didn't nean
not hing. Put the gun down, aight.

DAVE
Janmes, nman. Let's get out of here!

James and Dave run down the bl ock together and around the
corner. Man 1 runs over to Man 2 who is still disoriented.

MAN 1
You ai ght, man?

MAN 2( SUCKI NG HI S TEETH)

Yeah, nigga. |'m aight.
Dave and Janmes run around another corner. They both stop and
| ean against the wall. They are out of breath but James
sm | es.
DAVE

What are you smling at man?

JANVES
You see the | ook on his face, nman?
He was shook

DAVE
OK, big dog. | guess you don't
remenber how much you were just
shaki ng while he just stood there
with a gun in his face.

JAMES
Chill, kid. I had the sick
adrenal i ne rush. Yeah! Just |ike
old tinmes, kid. Just nme and youl!



JAVES( cont ' d)

We can take on anyone together,
kid! Fuck the world, don't ask ne
for shit!

DAVE
Yo- what are you doing with a gun?
You got a cash business you didn't
tell ne about?

JAMVES
Chill, son.

DAVE
Chill? Fuck this, man. Were did
you get the gun?

JAMES
Dam an gave it to nme. W were out
at this spot the other night and
this kid tried to stick ne for ny
chain. So, | asked Dam an if he
knew a spot to get one.

DAVE
Janes, listen. W' ve been friends
for a long tine, man.

JANVES
Kid, we're not friends, we're
br ot her s.

DAVE
I know. That's why | gotta be
honest with you. You know how I
feel about Dam an.

JAMES
Aw, shit. Here we go again.

DAVE
Just listen, man. You gotta live
your life. And | don't want you to
start hating ne for speaking up al
the time. |1'mgoing in another
direction now, man. | found nyself
out there. Away fromall this.
Over in Israel, people are dying

every day. Innocent people. And
then the Israeli arny goes and gets
revenge. |It's gotta stop. |'m not

ready to get back into a war. |
just left the nost peaceful place
on earth and there is war there
every day.

67.
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JANVES
Nah, man.

DAVE
Just shut the fuck up and listen
for once, man! W' ve been through a
| ot. But | can't do it anynore,
kid. | can't keep standi ng around,
wat chi ng you nake these bad noves.
So, | gotta let you do you.... And |
gotta go ahead and do ne.

JAMES
What are you saying, nman? You
don't want to be ny friend anynore?

DAVE
What |'msaying is that 1'll always
be there for you. My pops made ne

promi se to | ook out for you. But
you gotta go ahead and nmake your
own m stakes right now. | want the
best for you. But | guess you and
| are going in separate directions.
I love you, kid. | gotta go

t hough.

Dave gives Janes a big hug and wal ks away.

JAMES (SM LI NG
C non, Dave. Were you goi ng?

Dave puts his hand up and continues to wal k.
JAMES

Aight, kid. So I'll see you at the

gig tonight, aight? Yo, Dave!
Dave wal ks to a subway stop and runs down the steps.
Janmes | eans against the brick wall. He is out of breath.
He | ooks enbarrassed and doesn't know what to do with
hi nsel f.
EXT. SOHO DAY
Dave wal ks and cries. He is pushing through people and is

obvi ously upset. He | ooks angry and every tinme he is bunped
into, it looks like he is getting punched in the chest.
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DAVE (V. Q.)
"When you part froma friend, you
grieve not; For that which you | ove
nost in himmay be clearer in his
absence, as the nountain to the
clinber is clearer fromthe plain.”

I NT. DAVE' S APARTMENT- DAY

He wal ks in and sl ans the door behind him punching it after
it shuts. He throws his keys across the room

DAVE
Fuck!

A soft red glow pul sates around his body. There is a knock
at the door. Dave snaps his head toward the door and the red
gl ow gets stronger.

DAVE
Vhat!!?

There is a second knock.

Dave unl ocks the top | ock and pulls the door open quick.
It's Talel. The red gl ow around Dave turns pink. The angry
expression on his face goes soft.

TALEL
Hey

DAVE:
What's up? In the nei ghborhood or
sonet hi ng?

Talel has a smle on her face and a glow in her eye.

TALEL (FLI RTI NG
No.

JAMES (HALF SM LI NG
So what's u....

Bef ore Dave can finish his sentence, Talel kisses him She
pul I s back and Dave | ooks shocked.

DAVE
VWhat was that for?
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TALEL
| heard Dam an cane to see you. He
came by and was trying to get at
nme. He told ne he was | ooking al
over for nme and even went to you.

DAVE
Fuck Dam an.

TALEL
Dave. | don't want Damian. | want
you. | always have, since we were

little. You were always so sweet
to me. After everything with your
famly, it was |ike you weren't the
same person anynore. | know that's
why you take things to heart,
because of your past. But |

promi se you that if you can trust
anyone, it's ne.

DAVE
Wiy are you saying all of this?

TALEL
Because you need to hear it from
sonmebody. And |I've needed to say
it for a long tine.

DAVE
Right now, Talel, | feel like so
much is going on; like life kicked
into high gear the second | stepped

of f the plane.

There is a |long pause and Talel |ooks Iike she really wants
to say sonet hing.

TALEL
What did you do while you were
away? What was it like in Israel?

DAVE
It was the closest to heaven |'1l|
ever be. Beautiful valley's with
rivers pouring down; nountains
over| ooking the desert. | had to
hi ke at 4 in the norning because
once the sun cane up, it's so hot,
that you'd pass out if you were
exposed for too long. The people
are friendly, the water is clean.
It's a different kind of life.
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TALEL
Sounds different. |t sounds nice.
The farthest |'ve been fromhone is
nmy grandma's in Florida.

They sit in silence for a few seconds.

TALEL
I wish I could have been with you
Dave.

Dave sits and contenplates for a few nonents.

DAVE
You wer e.

Wth that, she kisses him At first, it's just a light Kiss.
Then they kiss passionately but slow.

"YOU BETTER PRAY"

EXT. A CENTRAL PARK BRI DGE- THE GREAT LAWN- DAY

Dave is Davening. His eyes are closed and he huns and sings
t he prayer.

As he stands there with his eyes closed, he envisions hinself
at the Whaling Wall in Jerusalem He smles.

He sings and waves his hands with the prayer book bobbing up
and down.

The tafilin (traditional garb) is wapped around his arm He
strokes his beard and titzit.

DAVE (V. Q.)
"I's not religion all deeds and al
reflection, And that which is
nei t her deed nor reflection, but a
wonder and a surprise ever
springing in the soul ..?" Wen I
was away, | learned to get closer
to ny father and in turn, closer to
G d. I know ny father sees nme and
woul d be proud.
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EXT. CENTRAL PARK LAWN- DAY

Dave rel axes in Sheep’s Meadow in Central Park. He eats an
apple. He is totally rel axed.

He watches as groups of friends hang out in the park. Two
frat guys are throwing a football around and being jocks.
The football bounces in front of Dave. He stops it with his
hand, guarding his prayer book and talis bag. He goes to
pick up the football and toss it back, but a girl's foot
steps on it.

It is Talel. She | eans over.

She picks up the ball and throws it to the frat boy. Cut to
Dave | ooki ng i npressed.

One frat boy, John catches the ball and tosses it back to his
friend.

JOHN
Thanks. Sorry. Bill, |ook out!

TALEL
What ' s up?

DAVE:.
Hey, you found ne. | thought it
woul d be like finding a needle in a
hay st ack.

TALEL
You are one, right?

DAVE:
Very cute.

TALEL
Nice to be back in the park?

DAVE:
Yeah. |'ve been here since the sun
cane up.

TALEL
That was |ike six hours ago. What
were you doing all that tinme?

DAVE
Prayi ng, thinking, just hanging
out .
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TALEL
What were you praying for?

DAVE
A |l ot of things.

TALEL
Did you pray I won the lotto? |
could use a little extra sonething.

She digs himin the side as a tease.

DAVE
You' re a conedi an today. You think
your funny, huh?

He grabs her closely and they | ay under the tree together.

TALEL
Tell ne. For real. | want to know
what you pray for

DAVE
Wiy do you want to know so bad?

TALEL
Because you're a part of ny life
and I want to understand your
hobbi es better.

DAVE
Well, praying is not a hobby.
That's the first thing. It's a way
of life.

TALEL
XK

DAVE
When | pray, it's not always for
one thing. Sonmetines it's a whole
bunch of things. Sonetinmes | don't
ask for anything at all. Some
prayers are just to say that you
are in the eyes of Gd. The Torah
says that everything you do, you do
not for yourself, but for Gd. So
when | pray, | amat his nercy.

TALEL
Ew..his? Gd can't be a her?
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Dave just rolls his eyes and sml es.

TALEL
But if you don't do things for
yoursel f, how are you supposed to
make yourself a stronger person?

DAVE
You become stronger when you
realize that you are at the mercy
of destiny.

TALEL
VWhat ?

DAVE:.
As a Jewish man, | pray to Gd.
There is a phrase..."Henanee" which
means | amhere. Your call out to
G d and speak in mnd, body and
spirit. He doesn't always answer
the way that you want. G d gives
you what you need.

TALEL
Vell, why when | pray do | feel
like no one is listening? | don't
feel like | amgetting what | need.

Dave pauses. He thinks and rubs his face. He |ooks Iike he
wants to say sonething but the words do not come right away.
He pauses again and his eyes raise.

DAVE
| said that once. To ny teacher in
Israel. And he said to ne, "Let ne
answer that question with a story...

Dave smles in a reflective manner.

DAVE
Two nen walk in a field overl ooking
the Black Sea. The grass is |long
and the trees are flush. The sky
is red and orange as the sun sets.
Everything is perfect. In the
di stance, they see a tenple. The
two nen decide to go pray before
t he sun sets and the Sabbath
begins. One man wanted to nake
sure that he had no food in his
nout h so he woul d not indul ge while

prayi ng.
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He picked a twig froma bush by the
tenple and used it to clean his
teeth. He thought, that tw g nust
have been neant for him Gd put

it there. For that purpose at that
time." So basically, what he was
saying is that Gd gives you what
you need at that tine. Your life
is as full as you make it. Gd has
no answers for you. | never | ooked
for one.

TALEL
Dave, you gotta stop bl am ng
yoursel f for what happened to you
t hen.

DAVE
I never should have trusted Dam an
with that shit. | never shoul d
have asked you to cone be around
t hat .

TALEL
I never should have |l et Dam an hit
nme. But I did. And now I
remenber what | need. So be proud
of what you know now, not what you
didn't know t hen.

DAVE (SM LI NG
And what did you decide that you
need?

TALEL ( TEASI NGLY)
Someone who wears funny little caps
on their head and thinks too nmuch
for his own good.

She pins Dave's arns down and gets on top of him Dave
| aughs and | ooks over at a group of kids at his side.

Dave’s face gets serious. Sees Danny O

Danny O nmunbles to his friend.

DANNY O
Yo, check this shit right here.
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Danny O gets up and wal ks over. Talel and Dave sit up, a
[ittl e awkward.

DANNY O
What's the deal, Dave. How you?

DAVE
I"mall right, man.

DANNY O
What up Tal el ?

TALEL
Hey.

DANNY O SARCASTI CALLY):
Isn't this perfect. Your man James
is just about to cone through here
and neet me. |I'msure he'd love to
see you both together.

Dave and Tal el get up and start getting their stuff together.

DAVE
Well, have fun with himthen. He's
all yours, Danny.

Dave and Tal el stand up and James is standing about 30 feet
away.

James wal ks toward them His pace gets quickens. He breaks
into a run and punches Dave right in the face. Snapper grabs
James and hol d himback. The people in the park are | ooking.

TALEL
What the fuck are you doing, Janes?
What's wong with you?

JAMES
Shut the fuck up, bitch! \What?
You got two boyfriends now?

TALEL
James, Dami an and | haven't spoken
in weeks.

JAMES

(I'n a sarcastic tone)
It took you a long tine to get over
that relationship. Wile your at
it, you want to give nme head too?
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Dave conmes to his senses and takes Janes out fromthe |egs.
The frat boys playing football come over to break up the
fight.

JOHN
That's enough! Chill! Chill!
John hol ds Dave back and the second guy, Bill, Holds Janes.
DAVE

What's wong with you, nman?

JANVES
What's wong with nme? You cane
back here as a real snake bitch

DAVE
What the fuck are you talking
about ?

JAMES

Look at you, man. You just take
your man's girl?

DAVE
You gotta wake up, man. This isn't
about Damian. You want one of your
life long friends being hit and
hurt ?

James pulls his arns free from Snapper
JAMES

Fuck of f ne Snapper! Dave, nan.
You changed.

DAVE
James, I"'mtrying to change with
you. |'ve changed in a good way...
JAMES
Nah, man. | don't see it that way.
You turned your back on ne.
( BEAT)
| guess you were right. | gotta
live ny life nowtoo. |'mout.

James wal ks off. Dave goes after him

DAVE
Janes.
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Tal el grabs Dave by the arm

TALEL
Let himgo, Dave. Let him go.

"JOKER S HI GH'

I NT. DAM AN'S POCL HALL- NI GHT

Dam an, Janes, Danny O and Snapper sit at a round table,
pl ayi ng Spades. A young girl, Alicia fawms for Dam an's
attention. James is with a Puerto Rican girl, Candice.
Snapper has a girl as well. Danny Ois alone.

The three girls |l ook like they could be strippers. Candi ce
gets a drink at the bar in the corner.

Dam an and Janes are partners. Danny O and Snapper are
partners. The hand is al nost played out.

Dam an passes the blunt to Janes. Alicia does a |line of
cocai ne and passes the small mrror tray to Candice.

DAM AN
Al right. Wo's got the nother
fucking Big Joker?
Danny O | ooks devilish. He noves spasticly. He can hardly
contain his good hand. He shifts the cards and nentally
counts how many Spades he has.

DAM AN
Soneone i s sand baggi ng.

James throws an Ace of Hearts.
Danny O | aughs and throws a 3 of Spades.
Dam an sl aps down a 10 of Spades.

Dam an wi ns and qui ckly passes the pile of four cards to
James. Dam an keeps great self control

JAMVES
Books made. I1t's on you G

DAM AN
Get em out boys.

Dam an throws a Big Joker
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Snapper throws a Little Joker. Janes throws a | ow heart and
Danny O throws a | ow Spade. Damian wins the hand again with
t he hi ghest card.

DAM AN
Sucka.

Dam an throws a 3 of Spades and Danny O throws a Ace of
Spades.

JAMES
Put them out. \Wat you got.

James throws down two crappy cards. As does Snapper. Danny O
has won a hand and is now | oosi ng points for underbi ddi ng.
Danny O throws down two Spades to show his | ast cards. He

wi ns both hands but |oses for overbi ddi ng.

DANNY O
Damm!

DAM AN
Yeah, man. You guys pick up those
two extra bags. You didn't play
your hand right. D d you?

DANNY O
Cone on man, stop rubbing it in.
Your deal .

JAVES (TO DANNY O)
You just got bitched.

DANNY O
Shut up, Janes.

James stands up and smacks Danny Oin the face. Danny O
falls off of his chair. Dam an and Snapper crack up

| aughi ng. Janes points his finger and starts to |augh
hysterically as well.

DANNY O
Funny, bro. That's very funny.

JAMES
Shut up before I smack you again.

Wth that, they all start to |laugh again. Danny O runs out.
James | ooks at Snapper.

JANVES
Yo, man. You ever watch Dave
Chapel | e?
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SNAPPER
No.

JAMES
Vell, then. Wsat did the five
fingers say to the face?

SNAPPER
Huh..?

JAMES
Sl ap!

James sl aps Snapper. Everyone breaks into hysterics. Snapper
| ooks conpl etely enbarrassed.

ALI CI A
Awve, conme on. Take it easy on the
poor baby.

JAMES

I'mJanes Rick, Bitches!

DAM AN
Janes Ri ck?!

Dam an bursts into | aughter.

DAM AN ( TO SNAPPER)
Get the fuck up and get out of
here, you sl ob

Snapper gets up and | eaves. Janmes sits down on the couch and
| ooks at few lines of coke on the counter. He hesitates.

JAMVES (V. Q)
Bad i de.....

James snorts it up his nose very hard and | eans his head
back.

JAMES (V. O
Too | at e.

DAM AN
Freestyle for the |adies, kid.

JAMES
Nah, not right now.

CANDI CE
Oh, come on, baby. That shit turns
nme on.
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She grabs his dick.

JAMES
I"mnunb OK whatever.
Yo/ A breeze bl ows through ne/ the
powder done noved ne/l' m doofy til
| get to snoke the next dooby
Dane, roll the grass and pass the
stash/ Snacking like I'm
Scooby/Bef?r u knew nme/ | only
rocked to tthe Brand Nubi/1 |ike ny
girls laced up in the finest
jewnel ry.

Candi ce is pushing on him She | ooks very attracted.

CANDI CE
You gonna buy nme sone jewelry when
you get sonme noney, honey?

DAM AN
Janes, cone here.

I NT. POOL HALL BALCONY- NI GHT

They | ook over the bal cony and down at the pool tables bel ow
Dam an sips a dark rumon the rocks. Janes takes a pull off
of the blunt.

DAM AN
Wen we were little, | was al ways
envi ous of you and Dave.

JANVES
Me and Dave?

DAM AN
We used to sit after school and you
guys used to do all that flow ng
shit. | could never do all that.
I was hustling a store owner to get
a quarter water for 15 cents.

James | aughs.

DAM AN
You know what |'m saying, right? |
nmean, | always had the business

sense. Even when | started out
sel I'i ng.
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DAM AN( cont ' d)

| got the best prices, knew all the
right people. | mght not have
gone to college but | opened up
this spot about 5 nonths after high
school. Now | own part of Hell too.

JAMES
Yeah, man. They're dope spots.
DAM AN
Over tinme, one thing lead to
another. You keep building. I'm
t hi nki ng about ny next investnent
al r eady.
JAMES

You should | ook into getting sone
property. Fix it up and flip it.
My boy was telling ne about this

guy who...

DAM AN
I"mnot talking about that kind of
shit.

JAMES

What kind of shit? You going to
cut me into this investnent?

DAM AN
That's exactly what | want to do.
Al'l you gotta do is record and nake

hits.
JAMES
How am | gonna do all that?
DAM AN
My friend Dacan owns this studio

upt own.

James get excited. He gives Dami an a pound and hugs him

JAMES
That's what's up!

DAM AN
Al'l you gotta do is say the word
and we're down. | can manage you

and t he whol e ni nes.

Janes |l ooks a little concerned.
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DAM AN
VWhat ?

JAMES
That's hard, man. Dave and | were
supposed to do this together, man.

DAM AN
VWhere the fuck has Dave been then?

JAMES
He isn't going to be com ng around
here any nore.

DAM AN
After he acted |ike a dick when |
went by his place, he can eat a
dick as far as |'mconcerned. He
acts |like he's better than us.
Fuck him..

Li sten Janes, | know Dave’s "be a
great man" speech but if you're
trying to nmake it in the rap gane,
you gotta be ready to go after it
at any neans necessary.

JAMES
What is that supposed to nean? You
think I don't go after what | want?
| pack HELL out every weekend.

DAM AN
HELL? How many professionally
recorded tracks you have? Not the
shit you record in the closet you
use as a sound filter. How many
denmo tapes you send out? How nuch
noney you putting in your pocket
after a night at HELL?

JAMES
Wiy you gotta talk down to ne? Like
" mnot doing nothing?

DAM AN
I"mnot tal king down to you! |'m
trying to get you to see that you
gotta make bi gger noves for
yoursel f! Dave is always telling
you that you're the shit. That
ain't enough though, Janes.

83.
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James | ooks very sulky. He feels stupid. Dam an notices and
i mmedi ately changes his tone.

DAM AN
Yo, I'msorry Janes. [|'m not
trying to say your not dope. [|I'm
just saying | can hel p nake you
better.

JAMES
I know. | can't believe I'm
sitting here worried about Dave
when....

James puts his head down and stops talking.

DAM AN
When what ?

JAMES
Yo. If we're gonna be worKking
together, we gotta be honest about
shit.

DAM AN

Way are you worried about not being
honest with ne? You wanna tell ne
sonet hi ng?

JANVES
Dam an, Tal el and Dave have been
hooki ng up or sone shit.

Dam an doesn't say anything. He looks at his friends and the
two girls who are sitting around on the couches behind them
The girls stop giggling and | ook up

ALI CI A
Baby, cone take a bunp of this
shit.

She gets up and wal ks over to Dam an. She \Wispers in his
ear.

ALI CI A
It will make you fuck harder.

By the I ook on his face and the way his eyes squint, you can
tell that she is grabbing his crotch.

DAM AN
Get the fuck out.



ALICIA (WTH AN ATTI TUDE)
VWhat ?

DAM AN
| said get the fuck out! Al of
you, get out!

FRI END
Dane, rel ax, man.

Dam an pulls out his gun and points it at his friend.

DAM AN
If I ask you to get the fuck out
agai n, sonmeone is going to be
carrying you out.

The girls and his friends grow silent. They get up and
quietly wal k out.

ALI CI A
Call ne later, later, ok baby?

Dam an snickers and then grows angry again.

DAM AN
What the fuck is wong with you?
Go!

ALI CI A

&k, O. Damm.
Dam an turns back to Janes.

DAM AN
How do you know?

JAMES
| saw themin the park. Together.

DAM AN
Toget her, together?

JAMES
Toget her, together.

DAM AN
So what happened?

JAMES
I punched himdead in the face.
What do you think happened?

85.
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DAM AN ( SM LI NG AND EXCI TED)
Yeah, nigga! That's ny nan.

James | ooks nore sad as the conversati on goes on.

DAM AN
This shit is for real now
JAMVES
Chill, Danme. | thought you said we

needed to focus on this rap gane?

Dam an pauses for a mnute and takes his tone and attitude
down a notch

DAM AN
True. Your right. So, what are
you trying to say? You ready to
partner up and start making sone
creanf

James i s slunped and upset. He speaks as if he is not even
paying attention to his words.

JAMES
["'mw th you kid.

Dam an stands in the background. The blue in James' eyes goes
dull for the first time. The blue portrays his sol emm nood.

James’ eyes fade into a blue sky.

FLASHBACK

James, Dave and Dave's father at a Yankees gane. They al
| augh and are having a great tine. He blinks.

JAMES(V. O))
"Accept the seasons of your heart,
even as you have al ways accepted
t he seasons that pass over your
fields. As you would watch the
serenity through the winters of
your grief. Mich of your painis
self chosen.™
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“A WOMEN' S WORK AND A VAN S DOWNFALL BEG NS"

I NT. TALEL’ S APARTMENT- NI GHT

Two femal e hands reach over a sink. The hands take a gobl et-
| ooking cup with two handles off of the sink and fill the
cup, leaving the water running.

She dunps the water on one hand three tines, dries that hand
and washes the other one three tinmes, never letting the water
stop flow ng as she dunps the goblet. She dries that hand
and turns the spout off.

I NT. JAMES APARTMENT

Two mal e hands reach into a huge bag and sift through two
hands full of weed. He pulls out two big nugs and taps them
t oget her.

I NT. TALEL’ S APARTMENT

Tal el (worman) sits down at a table. She uncovers a Chall ah
(l oaf of bread) and says the prayer over the food. She
stunbl es over the words. Dave sits across the table and
hel ps her through the prayers.

I NT. JAMES - N GAT

Janmes (man) sits at a table and noves a newspaper, which
uncovers a Dutch Master blunt. He breaks it down the mddle
and dunps the tobacco out. He fills it with the weed that he
broke up and starts to roll it. He is rehearsing his lyrics
off of a piece of paper next to him Daman sits across the
table and smles at himand counts noney.

I NT. TALEL’ S APARTMENT- NI GHT

Tal el prays at tenple with wonen, |ooking down fromthe top
| evel as Dave and the nen pray below. She smles at Dave as
she wat ches hi m Daven (prayer, bow ng back and forth).

I NT. HELL- N GHT

James performs on stage as Dam an stands on the back of the
stage, smling at Janes as the crowd cheers.
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I NT. TALEL’ S APARTMENT- NI GHT

Talel tries on a wap to cover her head. She | ooks at herself
inthe mrror and tries to get confortable with the | ook.

I NT. JAMES APARTMENT- N GHT

James tries on an expensive chain at a jewelry store in and
| ooks at hinself very confidently.

I NT. TALEL’ S APARTMENT

Tal el prepares for the Shabbas. She dresses herself in
beautiful, orthodox clothing and wal ks toward the canera as
she enters her kitchen. The kitchen table is prepared for
four. There is a beautiful neal prepared and on the table.

I NT. JAMES APARTMENT

Janmes steps out of the shower with a towel around his waste.
He wal ks into his kitchen and pours hinself a stiff Captain
and Coke and takes a big sip. His face cringes. He ties his
shoel ace, grabs his | eather coat, switches the [ights off and
| eaves his apartnent. The doors sl ans.

I NT. LOUD CLUB- NI GHT

Dam an, Janes and a few friends sit in the VIP section.
There are bottles on the table in front of them The two
girls fromthe other night are with them

DAM AN
Look at that one over there.

They both | ook over at a gorgeous girl.

JAMES
Yeah yeah!

The girl with Dam an grabs the side of his face.

ALI Cl A
Look at what ?

DAM AN
Hey, take it easy baby. That's
why | don't have a girlfriend. So
| don't have to hear that shit.
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The girls sucks her teeth and gets up.

ALI CI A
Fuck you then. Come on Candi ce.

The second girl stands up.

CANDI CE
Un we'll ?W@ht back.

Dam an | ooks at Janmes and pats himon the chest.

DAM AN
Take your drink. Let's go get sone
ass.

CUT TO I NT DAVE' S APARTMENT

CUT TO TALEL

She smiles and wipes her lips with her napkin. Cut to
Amanda and Uncle Marc also sitting at the table. They both
| ook very happy and are watching their manners as not to

of fend Dave or Talel. W5 on the four sitting across the way
from one anot her.

TALEL
["1l clean up.

ANVANDA
"1l help. Let's put everything in
t he di shwasher

DAVE
No, not tonight. If you want to
cl ean, you have to wash themin the
si nk.
TALEL
Wiy? It's going to take forever.
DAVE
It's K 1"l help.
ANMANDA

Davi d- are you serious?

DAVE
What ? Ladi es, on Shabbat we do not
use househol d appl i ances.



Tal el

Tal el

does not | ook surprised. She starts |aughing.

and

DAVE( cont ' d)

We don't drive cars, we don't take
public transportation. W are
t oget her and we enjoy each other's

conpany.

ANMANDA
Look at you, ny religious boy.

TALEL
He' s been teaching ne so nuch.
He's so patient.

MARC
And this is the sanme kid who got
ki cked of f of the JCC basket bal
team for breaking into the kitchen
and starting a grape juice fight.

ANMANDA
The same kid who spent Chanukah in
Hebrew School nelting all of the
candl es on the radiator.

DAVE
And Dad al nost fought the coach
because he didn't believe | did it.

MARC
You and Janes. Always getting into
trouble. How is Janmes anyway? Your
father always had a thing for him

Dave | ook at each ot her

DAVE
W' re both kind of doing our own
t hing right now, nom

AVANDA
Dave, you have to keep your friends
close to you. You two have been
friends for too long. | know
you're into religion right now, but
you can't give up your past.

DAVE
I'"'mnot, nom Janes decided to
befri end Dam an.

ANMANDA
I never liked that kid.
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DAVE
Yeah, well, need | say nore?

MARC
So on anot her note, what are you
doing for work now that you're
settling in?

DAVE :

Maki ng an honest |iving.
MARC

Doi ng what ?
ANVANDA

Marc, | eave hi m al one.

MARC
Wat? Al I'msaying is when you
go away, sone things change and
some things stay the same. So if
Dam an and Janes are up to no good,
it doesn't surprise ne. \Wat |
need to know is that you are going
to stay out of their nesses.

DAVE
I"mreally worried about Janes. He
doesn't act |ike he used to.
Before, it was innocent. Dad al ways
said to look after himand | said I
would. | don't want to break that
pronmise to himor nyself.

MARC
You can't save the world.

Dave goes into a trance. Marc takes his plate fromthe
table and brings it into the kitchen. Dave sits with his
hands cl asped together and his el bows on the table.

DAVE(V. Q)
This is the story of ny life.
Trying to hel p people that don't
want to be hel ped. And the biggest
dilemma remains; If | do nothing,
will | regret it? If I try and
help, will | regret it? It's
al nost |ike |ove.
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Tal el laughs with Amanda in the kitchen. Dave smles and
follows her as she lights the stove and puts up a pot of
wat er to boil

Dave hol ds his head. He has a sharp pain.

I NT. TALEL’ S BEDROOM NI GHT

Dave and Tal el are in bed together.

W5 ABOVE THE BED

Their bodi es nmake the shape of a heart as they face one
anot her.

DAVE( V. Q.)
Peopl e can be so stubborn and even
if they mss you, they won't say a
word about it. Because their
scared. They're afraid of rejection
or being hurt again. But
sonetinmes, it hurts worse to do
not hing, than to take the risk

I NT A DI M ROOM DAY

James is sleeping face down on a couch. He slowy lifts his
head and | ooks around. He is in Dam an's pool hall office.
He squints his eyes and grabs his forehead. He is very hung
over. He glances over at the clock again and sits up very
qui ckly.

JAMES
Shi t!
I NT. STUDI O DAY
The door slamm ng open and Janes enters.
Cut to Damian sitting in the sound roomw th the technician.

DAM AN
Wiere the fuck have you been, kid?!

Dam an smiles and stands up. He cones over and gets behind
James, giving hima nmassage as they wal k toward the sound
boot h.



DAM AN
So, you get sone pussy |last night
or what ?

JAMES
I have no idea, kid. | woke up on
your office couch

DAM AN
W took those two hot ass girls
back there. You trying to tell ne
you don't know if you got your dick
waxed or not?

JAMES
B, | have no idea. | don't even
remenber goi ng back there with
womnen.

DAM AN
Damm, son. That pill | dropped on
you nust have thrown you for a
| oop.

JAMES
Pill? Dame, | don't do pills, what
the fuck are you tal king about?

DAM AN
Chill honey...

Janmes | ooks very concerned.

DAM AN
Wait a minute... You don't...Yo,
don't even try and blane nme. You
were asking for that shit. You
told ne you wanted to roll

JANVES
Rol | ? Dane, you know | don't do X
Conme on, man. You know better than
t hat !

DAM AN
So now this is ny fault? What are
you, a fucking bitch? You re gonna
start wining now? | tried to be
cool about the fact that you're
ate. Now, get in that fucking
boot h and stop wasting my noney.
Time is noney. Let's go. W'l
fight about this shit later.
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JAMES
Dane, | feel like shit, man.
DAM AN
Wl |, then you shouldn't have gone

out. We got this tine now and |I'm
paying for it. So get sone

Gatorade or some shit and pull it
t oget her.

JAMES
| can't right now, B. M throat
hurts, 1'm gonna puke...

DAM AN

Yo, your fucking hurting ny ears.
I"mgoing to tell you this one
time. Don't.fuck.wth.m.ooney. |
told you I would help you. Help
cost noney. The studio cost noney.
Everything we do cost noney. You
don't see ne up in here crying
about ny head and ny stonach.

JAMES
Your right, ny bad Dane. | didn't
think all this was going to affect
nme. Don't give me drugs anynore
unless it's weed.

James is sulking. He |ooks very hurt and confused. He feels
bet rayed.

DAM AN
Don't ask for it then. Come on
kid. Lets lay this track down.
You wanna snoke sonething first?

James lifts his head in excitenent.
JAVES
You got herb? Hells yeah.
I NT. ENG NEER S BOOTH DAY
A hand rubs out a cigarette in an ashtray full of butts.
Dam an is sitting in the booth. He |ooks at the audio

techni ci an and shakes his head. Janes | ooks exhausted and
wor n t hrough



DAM AN
(To audi o tech)
| guess that's as good as we're
fucking getting tonight.

JAMES
Yo, Dame, you think we got it?

Dam an presses a button and tal ks into a m crophone that
| eads to Janes' headphones.

DAM AN
No, | think a Gis enough tine to
spend on a session that sucks.

Janes sucks his teeth.
JANVES
Kid, that's the way it al ways
sounds.

DAM AN
Li ke shit?

Janmes tears his headphones off and tosses themonto the
m crophone st and.

DAM AN
Were are you goi ng?
JAMES
I"mout. | thought you said we
wer e done.
DAM AN
Your out when | say your out.
JAMES
What the fuck, man. You don't own
ne.
DAM AN

I don't own you? | fucking run you
right now. You got dough to cover
this session?

JAMVES
Dane, if | knew it was going to be
like this..

Dam an cones over to Janes and gets in his face.
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DAM AN
You gonna turn your back on nme too
now?

There is an orange and yell owi sh burn of tension displayed
bet ween the two of them

JAMES
Yo, why are you being like this?

DAM AN
| gotta get a pack of snokes and
cool off. 1'll see you in a bit.

Dam an | eaves the studi o and Dave wat ches from across the
street. Janes grabs his coat. The audio tech man | ooks at
himin bew | der ment.

JAMES
Fuck this. |'m out.

Janmes | eaves the studio shortly after Dam an.

He wal ks up a short flight of steps and on to the sidewal k.
He begins to wal k and Dave conmes up from behi nd hi m

DAVE
Yo, man.

James turns around very surprised.
JAMES
What the.what the fuck are you doing here, nman?
DAVE
| saw you wal k down t hose steps

earlier and |'ve been waiting for
Dam an to | eave and you to cone

out .
JAMES
| ain'"t got nothing to say to you
man.
DAVE
Cone on, kid. | gotta talk to you

I NT DELI- DAY

The cashi er i s Japanese.
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DAM AN( TO THE CASHI ER)
G ve ne a pack of reds.

CASH ER
I D pl ease.
DAM AN
How ol d does it look like I anf
CASH ER
I..D. ID
DAM AN

What fucking country are we in?
Can you even read ny I D you fucking
jerk off?

CASHI ER
ID or no cigarette. OK

DAM AN
Here's my fucking I D you gook.

Dam an flashes his gun, tucked into the waist of his pants.

DAM AN
| was going to pay for themtoo.

Dam an swi pes the cigarettes off of the counter and grabs a
book of matches. The cashier |ooks scared and steps back
fromthe register.

CASH ER:
Take what want. OK
DAM AN
| just did.

He turns around and wal ks out. He lights a cigarette in
front of the store and |ooks to his left. Talel is picking
out flowers fromthe stand in front of the store.

DAM AN
This is my fucking day.

Talel 1ooks up and is startled.
DAM AN
What are you so scared of ?

TALEL
I wasn't expecting to see you



Dam an smiles and snickers as he takes a drag off of

cigarette.
DAM AN
What are you doi ng upt own?
TALEL
Dave had a friend to neet. |I'm
just wal ki ng around.
Al'l by yoursel f?
TALEL
Dam an, | gotta go.
DAM AN
What's wrong, you couldn't wait
until we ended things to go fuck
Dave?
TALEL
You ended things with me on your
own.
DAM AN
G ve ne a break.
Dam an wal ks closer to Talel. She backs away.
EXT STUDI O

James and Dave are tal king.

JAMES
How coul d you do that, man.

DAVE
Do what, Janes?! Dam an was beating
her. | never had any intentions of
going after Talel. Sonetinmes those

feelings don't ever go away though.

JAMES
Man, you had it out for Dame since
t he day you canme hone.

DAVE
I"'mtrying to change ny ways,
James. |I'mnot trying to live the
way | used to. |'m studying Torah,
I"'mwith ny famly.

hi s
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DAVE( cont ' d)
I don't want to get involved in al

of this static, man. | don't want
it innylife.
JANVES

You can't just go away and expect
shit to be the sanme when you cone
back.

DAVE
I don't er%ﬁRﬁf to.

JAMVES
You fucking do! Your relationship
with ne, Talel. | feel like shit

it’s not picking up where it left
of f.

DAVE
It's not, but it can pick up in a
new way.

JAMES
| can't do this. Dami an has been
hooking ne up with studio tine,
setting up neetings.

DAVE
I want nothing to do with Dam an.
If you feel that working and
hangi ng around himis best for you,
do that. 1'mnot here to stop you

JAMES
I can't believe what |I'mlistening
to. You gonna nove out to Crown
Hei ghts and be one of those Hasids
now t 00?

DAVE

| don't know, maybe I wll.
JAMES

This is too much, man. | gotta

bounce. Damian is com ng back and
I " m exhaust ed.

DAVE
Come one J. Don't let this get
between us. Don't go.

JAMVES
It's funny, how just a nonth ago,
you were wal ki ng away from ne.
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JAVES( cont ' d)

It seens so nmuch harder when you're
t he one wal ki ng away.

They do a special handshake that they share. Sparks fly from
t hei r hands.

JAMES
Your father would be proud of you.

DAVE
Oh yeah, why is that?

JAMES
Dave, ny parents don't give a fuck
about what | do. At |east your dad
cared where you were and who you
were. M father wouldn't even know

if | was dead. Shit, | don't know
how much | would miss himif he
was.

DAVE

My father believed in you Janes.

JAMES
He did?

DAVE
He's the reason |' m here.

JAMES
| used to be so concerned about the
noney, the fane. Now | just feel
like I sold out. Quns, drugs...al
this shit ain't gonna get ne no
wher e.

I NT DELI - DAY
Dam an is scaring Talel and she backs away.

TALEL
I have nothing else to say to you

DAM AN
You are a little too refined for ne
anyway. You been studying how to
nmake mat zoh?

Dam an | aughs.
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TALEL
W' re thinking about noving to
| srael.

DAM AN

You nean your follow ng your bitch
who' s runni ng away agai n.

TALEL
Dam an, it's over, OKI?

Talel wal ks inside with the fl owers.

TALEL( TO CASHI ER)
Can you call the police please?

Dam an cones storm ng back into the store.

DAM AN
You guys never respected ne, did
you?!

CASHI ER

| call Police. No trouble.

Bef ore the cashier can say anything else, there is a | oud
bl ast and the cashier falls to the ground, shot.

TALEL
Oh ny Gd.

DAM AN
I"'mout. And when | see your man
again, so is he.

Dam an flicks down his cigarette and wal ks away. He tucks his
gun back into his belt. He ki cks over a potato chip rack as
he | eaves.

Tal el breathes out deeply, releasing the tension in her
chest. Orange burst fromher chest as it collapses forward.
EXT. STUDI O DAY

Dave and Janes stand in silence. Dave starts to beat box.
Jmaes stands smiling at first and then starts to rap.
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DAVE( V. Q.)

“And there are those who have the
truth in them but they tell it not
in words. In the bosomof such as
these the spirit dwell in rhythmc
silence. Wen you neet your friend
on the roadside or in the market
place, let the spirit in you nove
your lips and direct your tongue.”

James and Dave | augh and | ean on each other.

DAVE
James, | never wanted anything to
do with you for your talent.
JAMES
I never thought you did. | |ost

sight of shit.

DAVE
You have a choi ce, Janes.

JAMES
What choice is that? Wat am!|
gonna do if | don't nmake this rap
game happen? |'m gonna be out on
the street.

DAVE
I will never let that happen to
you.

JAMES
I love you, Dave. You're the
closest thing | have to famly.

DAVE

W are famly. We're the only

famly that we got.
The two nmen enbrace.
James is smling over Dave's shoul der.
Dave's face- He opens his eyes and his face goes bl ank.
Bef ore he can say anything, a |oud bang is heard. Dave's
eyes grow w de.

James' eyes tearing up and squi nt ed.
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James and Dave are still hugging.

Janmes' body goes linp. Dave keeps himerect. Dave pulls
James back and hol ds himby the shoul ders. Dave and Janes'
chests are both covered in blood. Dave |ooks down at Janes’
chest and realizes Janes has been shot through the back.

James i s expressionless.
Dam an stands behind Janmes with a gun pointing at him

DAVE( CRYI NG AND VH MPERI NG)
No, no... No!

Dave slides to the ground with Janmes and he hol ds Janes in
his arms, rocking himback and forth. Dam an wal ks toward
t hem

DAM AN
Oh shit!
DAVE
What are you doi ng?
DAM AN
| lost my head. | didn't nmean to
hurt him
DAVE:

He's nmy best friend. He's supposed
to be your's. How could you do
this?

DAM AN
You' re going to be OK, J.

DAVE
He's bl eeding fromhis back and
stomach. Sonebody call an
anmbul ance!

DAM AN
Don't call the cops.

DAVE
You sel fish fuck

DAM AN
' msorry, Janes.

Dave's hand grasps the gun in Janes' belt a bit tighter.
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Dave’'s face very angry.. The tension builds and a yell ow
hal o conmes over him Dave picks up his phone.

DAVE
Hey. Listen, |I don't have tinme to
talk. | need you to get over here.
Yeah, by the studio. Hurry up.

A wonan screans out froma w ndow.

WOVAN
| called 911.
DAM AN
Man, | always |oved you guys. |

al ways wanted to have your famly,
Dave. And your's and Janes' talent.

DAVE
He' s not breat hi ng!

DAM AN
You guys and Tal el would al ways
hang out and | felt like it didn't
matter if | was there or not.

DAVE
You wanted ny famly? Look at us
now. You wanted Janes' talent and
he's |l aying here in a pool of
bl ood, because of you!

DAM AN
| didn't want to hurt him

DAVE ( CRYI NG
You've hurt all of usl!

There is anger in Dave's voice. He |looks like is getting
ready to explode. Talel runs around the corner.

TALEL
Oh ny god! Janes!

Dam an panics and points the gun at Talel.

Talel is startled and freezes. Damian is on edge and gets
ready to pull the trigger. Dave begins to draw the gun from
Janmes' belt. Before he gets it out, a shot bl asts.

Dam an shoots hinself in the head. He falls to the ground in
sl ow noti on.
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Dave is startled. Talel screans. Dave, cries on the floor
with Janes, dead in his arns.

An anbul ance pulls up and two nen junp out. The nen grab
James from Dave's arns and perform CPR.  One of the

paranedi cs runs over to Dami an's body. He takes a |ook at
Dam an and shakes his head. He presses the button to the

wal kie talkie on his fﬁﬁﬁE)

PARAMEDI C
Unit 3 to dispatch. W're going to
need a police officer on the scene.

Dave is covered in blood and Talel holds himin her arns.

DAVE (V. Q.)
Dam an took two |ives that night.
He saved mne. And | don't think
anyone but me will ever know that.
It's funny how | ove and G d worKk.
In the blink of an eye, an outside
force stopped me fromconmmtting
the worst crinme a man can commt.
I've known Dami an al nost ny whol e
life and he never did anything good
until he pulled the trigger to kil
hi nsel f...and saved ne.

EXT. OVER NEW YORK Cl TY- SUNSET

Little kids (10) play in the park together. Two boys sit in
one corner of the park rapping. One kid beat boxes while the
ot her rhynmes. A young girl cones over to them and stands
admring them Al of a sudden, a basketball hits one of the
boys.

BOY
One!

Anot her kid runs over.

KI D
G mme ny basketball! Dam!

Dave watches froma bench. He smles with refl ecti on.

DAVE (V. Q.)
I think about ny father every day.
And how he told nme to | ook over ny
friends.
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DAVE( cont ' d)

| think about Janmes and how he
taught ne to stand by ny friends,
even if they stray fromyou. And
how ny parent taught ne to |ove.
Parents and friends teach you what
t hey have | earned and they guide
you to nmake the right choices. But
at the fork in the road, the
decision is your's to nake.

DAVE(V. Q. | N SONG
"Your children are not your
children. They are the sons and
t he daughter of life, |onging for
itself. They cone through you but
not fromyou and though they are
with you they belong not to you.
You may give them your |ove but not
their thought. For they have their
own thoughts. You may house their
bodi es but not their souls for
their souls dwell in the house of
tonorrow, which you cannot visit,
not even in your dreans. You may
strive to be |ike them but seek not
to make themlike you."

I NT. LAGUARDI A Al R PORT- DAY

Dave hugs his nother and Uncle. Talel gives her nother a
very long hug. Cut to CU of Talel and Dave's hand, both
pi cking up a handle to their bag. They wal k together down
the Corridor toward the gate.

TALEL
You really know how to get a girl.
DAVE
Si nce when have | ever tried to
"get" you.
TALEL

Oh, please, you' ve been trying to
get nme since the first grade.

In the wi ndow beside them airplanes |land. The plane that
sits closest to the window is an Israeli plane that reads “E
Al” in Hebrew on the side. They both | ook very scar ed.

Dave puts his free hand on Talel’s shoul der and ki sses her
neck.
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DAVE
To get to the future, first you
have to live in the present.

FADE TO BLACK



